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PREFACE: 


HIS feeble attempt, to 

1 ſpread the knowledge of 
thine ineſtimably precious love, 
and all-glorious ſalvation, O al- 
mighty Jzsvs, is moſt humbly ; 
dedicated to thy glory, Tho 
moſt meek and condeſcending Sa- 7 
viour, who doſt not diſdain * 4 
cup of cold water given in thy 
name,” graciouſly accept this of. 
fering; in mercy pardon all that 
is amiſs in it; forgive the cold- 
neſs and langour of thy poor 

A 2 creature, 
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r AN .. 
creature, and the want of warmth 
of love and zeal of affect ion to 


thee, which is found in it, O0 


ſupply what is lacking, by pour- 
ing forth thy bleſſing upon it: 
ſo es to make it profitable to the 


kearts of thoſe who read it. Mey 


it pleaſe thee to get praiſe and ho- 
nour to thyſelf by it; and take to 

thyſelf all the glory of it; * for 
thou only art worthy, thou only 
art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O CarisT, with the 
Holy- Ghoſt, art moſt high in 
the glory of God the Father, 
Amen,” 


To you, dear children, for your 
uſe and benefit, | would vas 
the ſmall hiſtory, of the amazing 
great love of our beſt FRIEND, = 
oaly 


EF 
only Saviour Jesus; to know him 
is of the utmoſt conſequence to 
your preſent happineſs : to believe 
in him is of eternal importance to 
your precious and immortal ſouls 
therefore I would beſeech you, to 
read it with great deliberation : not 
only to read it, but conſider what, 
= read : pauſe frequently, and 
concerned to underſtand; what 
you are reading. If you meet with 
any paſſage you do not under- 
ſtand, aſk your father or mother, 
or ſome dear friend; “ Pray tell 
me, what is the meaning of this?” 
Do not be aſhamed to do ſo; for 
what you do not underſtand, can 
do you no good, But above all, 

O that you may be led to pray 
to that Jeſus, of whom you are P 
told to teach you. He is the'beſt 
Ws teacher: 
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teacher: none teacherh like him; 


He only can, and be aſſured if you 
1 and pray him to do 
it, he moſt certainly will make you 
« wiſe unto ſalvation.” 2 


To his bleffing I heartily com- 
mend you, and am l 


Tuͤour ſincere well-wiſner, 


; 


Bermondſey-Sefite, C 62 


„ + March 9 178g. 
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N ER E are many khiſt 
which children love to n and 
| are vaſtly delighted with, becauſe 
they entertain their minds with | 
ſtories, of ſtrange and wonderful 54 
many of which are not true. But, Wer 
ther they are true or falſe, * no war 
concern them, nor can be of any good 7  .1 
them: Therefore, it matters -=— —_ | 
they believe them or no. "WE? 
that is the beſt hiſtory bereite wes: : 
- which we are quite ſure every title of 11 
c crue. And we know that All u hertad, 
55 under. 
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| 121 
underſtand, and believe the truth of this. 
hiſtory in their hearts, are the only wiſe 
and happy people in the world. And we 
are ſure, when they come to die, nothing 
hut unſpeakable joy, and never ending 
happineſs, will be their portion. NN 
As ſuch a hĩſtory is of the greateſt con- 
cern to every child upon the earth, one 
would think that children ſhould be ready 
to aſk, ** What hiſtory do you mean? pr 
tell me. Ilong to read it. Surely I ſhall 
be delighted with it.“ Why, it is, deat 
children, the precious hiſtory of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, our moſt bleſſed King and Sa- 


— 
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In the biftory of this moſt glorious Per · 
ſon, you are told of the moſt ſtrange-and 
Wonderful things, which were done by 
him, ſuch as no one upon carth ever did 


| 5 before or ſince. And what ſhould make 


cis the moſt pleaſing and delightful to. 
children is, becauſe it was for their ſake, 
Aud upon their account, that Jeſus came 


Into. this world. His whole life upon 


| | 2 "earth was a life of loving - kindneſs to the 
Children of men; and his very death, ode 
Ran 57 — w 


-- 
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G 
tained ſor them the greateſt of all bleſſingꝭ. 
Therefore he is called the Captain of our 
fal vation, Heb. ii. 10. becauſe he has 
fought all our battles for us, conquered 
and overcome all our enemies that were 
againſt us, and too ſtrong for us, And 
why was all this? O this glorious Hero, 
is not like other great kings and mighty 
men you'read of, who are not akin to you, 
— — nothing of you, nor ever ha 
2 about you. n l 

ut though Jeſus is KI & or KISS, 
AND Lond or Lops, yet, he ſtands in 
the neareſt and deareſt relation to all his 
'cKildren. He is their Brother; they are— 
fleſtrof his fleſh, and bone of his bone; Eph. 
v. 30. therefore it is impoſſible for any 
tongue to tell, or any heart to conceive, 
how dearly Chriſt loves children. And 
what is moſt wonderful of all, death itſelt 
could-nat put an end to his love. You may 
hade a kind father, and à tender mother, 


who moſt dearly love you; but, alafs, if 


the cold hand of death ſeizes them, they - 
can love you no longer; they can do n 
mote for you; their lore ends with their 
Hide But it is not ſo «v5 Jeſus; no. Aﬀ- 
* | 2 ter 


tf 40 
der loves, to us had braught kim to the 
painful and ſhameſul death of the croſs, 
ke raiſed himſelf ;—iurp:ifing to tell! 
charming to belicve! he raited himſelf 
from the dead, and carried his once 
"pierced, mangled body, which had been 
- erucified,- and bore all aus fins upon the 
croſs, up to heaven. & | 
There, there be ever lives, ever loves, 
and continues to ſend down n all 
His dear children, the ſweeteſt t of 
his ne ver- ending endearing love, even now 
In this life, and when they come to die.— 
O you know, when fickneſs ſeizes you, and 
the meſſenger of death is ſent to ſummon 
you, why then, though your dear and aſ- 
jectionate ſather and mother, love you 
ever ſo dearly; yet, alas! what can they 
do: they cannot favs you from going into 
the pit-hole ; for the— grave is the place 
appointed for all living. But if you have 
ſo read the hiſtory. of the almighty and 
*ever-loving Saviour Jeſus, as to be enabled 
40 know him, love him, and put your 
truſt in him.- Then, O moſt joyful to 
think of ! when you come to die, — 
will with open arms receive and embrace 
| 8 A | you» 


\ 


ous For he loves ydbu a thouſand times 
better than the deareſt relations and beſt 
Friends poſſibly can. And he is able, and 
certainly will do more for you, than the 
ever could. He will take you te himſelf. 
And while others, who never knew, nor 
loved Chriſt, are weeping and wailing in 
endleſs miſery, you thalF be for ever 
happy, for ever bleſſed, in the preſence 
and enjoyment of him, in his own. king- 
dom of glory. | 

Say now, children, is not Jeſus the moſt 
wonderful Perſon, who was ever born into 
this world? is not his love the moſt aſto- 
niſhing and ynheard of? are not the wou- 
ders he hath wrought in. his. life and at his - 
death amazing and incomparable ? are not 
the bleſſings and comforts he ſtill lives to 
beſtow, far beyond what any one elſe 
give to children ? Why then ſure I amp 
Fou. have the leaſt knowledge of this ever 
dear and altogether lovely | eſus ? nay, if 
ae. have the leaſt deſire in your heart to 

now him, to hope in him, and to love 
him, you will be ready tocry out, Wuat 
MANNER OF MAN 18 THIS! WHAT MAN- 
MER OF LOVE Is THis! well, of all the 
88 B 3. books 


ä 
in the —— give me the hiſtory 
Tic of of Nazareth, the beloved Son b 


the only Saviour of ſinners: For in; 
deed there is none like it ; there is none to 


be compared to it. O I will read it, and 
Rudy it from day to day, that I may be 


enabled to know the love of Jeſus, and 


Yes to him, and ys him as my own 
+ het a 


50 tt read ald * and oY NE 6 
| Tin my whole heart loves Thee. 
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of the thang and wonderful Bix r of 
267 6h CHRIST. | 
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ME bundi ears before Chriſt was. 
born, God mighty declared that 
Ehrift ſhould become — TRE sEED oP THE. 


woman, Gen. yi. 15. For, the devil - 


kad tempted our firſt } tents Adam wa 

Exe, to fin againſt God, by nat believi ng 
Riis word, and diſobe ing his command i 

aud ſo they . * and death 


; upon 


* 
* * 
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lie veth on him ſho 


£73 - 
upon you and me, and eve woman 
and child, and opened ib re hell to 


us all. N. ell, bat did God leave us, alk 


die in fin, and goto hell for fn? No, ble 


| Ted be his dear name, he loved the chil- 


dren of men too well for that, though. the 
bad all finned againſt him, and; we | 
ſinners before, him; + xet love, aer 
25 was in bis h 9, 1 0 8 Are —— 
hough he hated. ther in, 
their perſons, ſo that he fad, 1. the 25 
the woman ſhall bruiſe che devil's, bead.” 
That is, though ſatan by his art and cun- 
ning, had got the better of th- children of 
© Dae and madet] themallfigners,.; ze Choi 
uld be born f 15 Wh fleſh nb 25 
Rnitely aa dom. u old 
Y 


deſtr F; take, 
deſtroy! the wok of { they ren as —— 


. 8 though —.— had never 2 c 
1. Therefore, our dear Saviour ſays 
God so loved Fj 08 world, that he a 
only. Ne Song that . whoſo ever bey 
oukd nat Na bave 


erlaſling life, Joho iti. 


e, Ohrilk. was the gift, the free, gif 
q — The free gift 1 God's 5 to 0. 


= © "miſerable, 


D 
miſerable guilty finners, who had dane no- 
thing to deſerve it; but by fin. were utterly 
unworthy” of it. And Chriſt's birth was 

according to the promiſe of God. Pray 
mind the end and defign of it. Without ĩt 
we muſt all have periſhed: but by believin 
in Chriſt, we are ſaved-with an everla 
ing ſal vation unto eternal life. Therefore, 
ray do not think little of Chriſt, and of 
his birth, as thoagh it was a thing of 
chance, and of no moment: for it is a 
matter of the greateſt conſequence. It was 
the fixed, cternal-purpote of God, for our 
Alvation from fin, death and he Il. There- 
fore, it us exactly foretold by his prophet, 
Who fa his glory and ſpoke of him, Iſa. 
vii. 14. His mother's particularly de- 
feribed as a VIRGIN, and te place of his 
birth, Bethlehem; Micah. v. 2. his name, 
or rather adeſcription of his nature is fore- 
told, Emanuel, Gop wirta vs; God at 
friends with us; God for us, againſt all 
that are againſt vs; God one with us, in. 
Sur natgre, in our fleft;;, God like unto us 
Fall chiugs, fin only excepted. And alſo 
this ſaine prophet,  Iaith, as tho“ he had 
lived toſee our glorious King Ixsus born, 
6 a3. 


1421 | 
as one who was a partaker of the bleſſing 
of his nativity, ;z and as à partner in the 
joy of ebriſtians, he cries.out, UN ro us 
A CHilD 1s BorN. And his heart was fo 
filled with delight, that he repeats the 
eious truth, ux ro us, us loſt and periſning 
finners,—A. Sax. 1s GIVEN; even God 
own Son, his only Son, his well-beloy 
Son, is given to us children ot men, tu he 
our Mediator; to make peace between 
God and us : to be our Saviour, to redcem 
our ſouls to God by his precious blood. 
Vou know, the great men and nobles o 

is earth are diſlinguiſned by great 
ourable titles; but what are they 2 
when compared to the glorious titles which 
the holy child Jeſus bears? He is born to 
the moſt royal dignity. Says the prophet 
The Government ſhall be upon his ſnoul- 
ders : Iſaiah ix. 6. and Chtiſt ſays All 
wer is n to me in heaven and earth; 
Matt. xxiv. 18, Heis WONDERFUL in bis 
glorious . perſon, God and man in one 
Chriſt ; wonderful in all his Fame 
ſices to ſinners; and in all his mighty 


works he wrought for them; wonder ul in 
his birth, in his life, in his death, in bag 


: 


reſure 


| t 101 
reſurrection and aſcenſion, and in his life 
of prayer for, and love to poor finners, now 
Hh is at the right hand of the Majeſty on 
He is CounsELLoOk. He gives the 
belt advice roall his ve meg He calls 
nners whoare ready to riſh, to come 
ur for falvation. He * MIGHTY 
> Cop, to protect all his little ones from 
eri entich them with all —and 
-A * happy for ever and ever. Be- 
cauſe de is their EVERLASTING FATHER, 
bis children are begotten to him, by ay 
Ford of grace, and born again of the Spi 
* ritof truth. No father on earth ever d 
nor ever can love his dear children, as Je 
|. ſus doth his: and there is no end of his 
Wye, it is from everlaſting to everlaſting: 
And he is always at peace with his dear 
Fhildren; fox be is the PxINCE or PEACE. 
He brings peace from God in heaven, to 
finners upon the carth. And he be ſtows 
upon his dear = money e even that 
peace which be made by the blood of his 
wdroſs even the pence of Cod which paſſeth 
» al 9 Fin i en 451-298 
Now, eit a grand fight to ſee a king, in 
4 his robes of royalty,. with his rich 


da 


* 


asnce, that he will hear the prayers, p64 


[: ra: Þ HET 
crown of jewels upon his head, and His 
— ſceptre of gold and ious 

nes in his hand? But what is all this to. 
ou, compared to the knowledge of Jeſus ? 
"on may be in ſickneſs and ſorrow, in pain 
and agony; you may be in want of food 
to eat, or garments to clothe you, and be” 
deſtitute of a houſe where to lay your 
bead; but you cannot be admitted to the 
* king's palace, nor come into his preſence, 
to tell him of your wants, ſorrows and diſ- 
treſs. Well, but though ſeſus—is Kix 
or KINGS AND Lonxo or Lozos, Reve . 
xvii. 14. yet he left his throne N 54 
and became AN INFANT or DAYS ; fo be 
Mewed his love to us, by thus humbling 
himſelf for us. Hence, we havethe en 


encouragement to go to him, ag our 
Friend; and we have the ſtronge! aſſurr. 


Saviour, our loving Brother, our 


the wants, and ſave the ſouls ot all 


dear children that come unto him. 


But where would you direct your eyes 
to look for the place of his birth? to the: 


moſt magnificent palace? Was he born. in 8 . 


the great court of kings |; Ah,ngt e | 


I 
4 v1 m1 2 


EE OE 
mility! never did it ſhine in ſo charmin 
a dreſs, never did it appear in ſuch an ami- 
able, ſuch an inviting, ſuch an encourag- 
ing view to the children of men, as in the 
birth of Jeſus. | 
If we take but one ſtep into the place of 
His nativity, heaven's wonder is before our 
vSyes. The aſtoniſhment of angels; the 
Joy of finners; the envy of devils is pre- 
ſented to our view. See and wonder; be- 
hold and adore. What poverty! what mean 
neſs what! is the holy Child bere? born 
here! in this mean, homely place, where 
oxen lie and cattle feed? O ſtrange myſle · 
Tious birth! behold the new-born holy 
Babe has not a ſoft downy pillow, and a 
ſine cradle}; but the hard manger was the 
8 the Lord of life and glory lay 
; A 
robes 


7 inſtead of bobby dreſſed in rich 
5 of royalty, he is wrapped in coarſe 
cod ordiner, fun dig deckte, Luke 11. 9. 
Thus humble, low and mean Jeſus enters 
our world, and appears in our fleſh. 
For, as we by fin ate emptied of all good, 
ſo the Son' of God emptied himſelf of his 
Flory for our fakes. As we by fin were 
not worthy of ehe favour of God, = — 
N ove 


A 


| [ 13 } 
loved Son—MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPU- 
TATION, Phil. ii. 7. O this is amazing ! 
As finners, we are brought into ſo low and 
mſcrable a ſtate, as to be fit company for 


the devil and his angels; for by fin we. 


partake of ſatan's nature, and are made 
more vile and unclean than the very beaſts 
that periſh, Bur ſuch was the love, ſuch 
the humility of our Saviour, that he was 
Content to be born in a mean ſtable, where 
the beaſts of the field lie, that he might 
raiſe us and make us meet to be compa»: 
nfons of God, and his bleſſed angels. Thus 
low we had ſunk by fin ; thus low, in love, 

Jeſus ſtoops to fave us. * 
It is true, Jeſus is a King; to this end 
was he born; for this purpoſe he came in- 
to our world, John xviii. 3. But he tells 
us— My king is not of this world,” 


chap. xviii. 36. Therefore yo emperors, 


nor kings, nor nobles, not. any of the great 
men of the earth paid any homage to Je- 
fus ; they knew him not; they ſthewed no 
reſpect to him when he was born. 

ow how vaſtly unlike to Jeſus are you; 
you know, children, you love all the pomp 
and grandeurof this 98 and like Peri: 

to 


— 
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to be beloved, and taken notice of by the 
great men of the earth, than you do to be 

beloved of God himſelf, aud taken notice 
of by him: and it is the defire and incli- 
nation of your very natures, rather to be 
rich- and fine, and take pleaſure in this 
world, than to love God, and delight in 
his ſervice, This is true; and unleſs the 
devil blinds children's eyes, and deceives 
their hearts, they know this, and conſeſs it 
too, and are ſorry to find that it is ſo with 
1 | \ 

It is well for children to be taught, and 
it is a mercy for them to know, that, as 
- God's prophet ſays, their hearts are de- 
ceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, Jer. xvili. 9. and that their na- 
tures are ever prone to commit all manner 
of fins; for then, they will be inquiring 
after a Saviour to deliver them from fin 
and miſery. But the reaſon why our dear, 
Saviour is ſo little thoyght of, and ſo little 
prized in the world, is this ; becauſe men' 
and women and children do not think 

ſhewſelres ſo bad as they really are ; but 
think they are wH»LE and good enough, 
and have no need of Jeſus as a phyſician to 
132 * | * Cure 


- + outca 


Woo 
cure and heal their ſouls ; like the Pha- 
riſee, Luke xviii. 11. they think others 
worſe than themſelves. But when they 
vre once made ſenſible, what wretched 
ſinners they are: and when their ſouls are 
fick of fin; then my rejoice to hear of 
Jeſus, then they gladly come to him, and 
pray him to ſave them. And the more 
they ſee of their own vileneſs and of his 
loving-kindneſs, ſo much the more dearly 


will they love him, and they will long to 


ſee, and enjoy the preſence of our Saviour 
in his kingdom of glory. 'This they may 
be ſure of in a little time. | 

Well: but amidft all the meanneſs and 
poverty the Son of God appeared in, was 
no notice at all taken of him ? was no ſort 
of homage and reſpe& paid him? Yes. 
Aeg he was treated as a poor, deſpiſed, 

babe on the earth; yet as a prince 

and a king, he bad the greateſt honour 


ſhewed him from heaven. He was moſt 


nobly attended; his ſervants, the holy an- 
els, are ſent to bear the glad tidings of hi 
irth. One angel is ſent to tell his virgin 
mother before he is born, that ſhe ſhall 
bring forth - the Son of God, Luke i. 35. 
1 | E;  - Mn 


| 
| 
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| n | 
Another tells Joleph, of his birth, and 
gives him A name which is above every 
other name, that name, to which every 
knee ſhall bow, Phil. ii. 9, 10. and which 
is enough to make every ſinner's heart to 


fing for __ even the name of JESUS, 


that 1s, a Saviour ; a precious Saviour, an 
almighty Saviour: whoſe love is as great 
as his power, who can do all things; 
therefore, ſaith the angel He ſhall ſave 


bis people from their fins, Matt. i. 21. 


O moſt delighiful words; this ſweet 
title. this bleſſed name the angels gives our 
Saviour JESUS! Without Jeſus, we had 
never known God to be our friend and fa- 
ther. Without Jeſus, God had never knowu 
us, as his children, but as his enemies. But 
now, in all our myſerics and ſorrows we 
mop come to God, in the name of Jeſus, 

nd he will jave and comfort us. a 
Izsus is the higheſt, the deareſt, the 
ſweeteſt nan e to poor ſinners of all the 
names of God: And there is none other. 
name under heaven, given among men, 
whereby we can be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. 
All, all are for ever loſt without Jeſus; 
all were undone, for ever undone, and 
N | miſcrable 


* 
N 
* - - . 
_ * 


bohold a glorious hoſt of angels hoverod 
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miſerable to all eternity, If Jeſus had not 
been born. No man upon carth, no an- 
el in heaven can ſave ſinners from hel 

bot Jeſus: he can; he not only defires and 
ſtrives to do it: but he moſt certainly 
will ſave to the very uttermoſt, all thoſe 
dear children, who come unto God by 
him, Heb. vii. 25. 2 

Hark! attend to the heavenly ſound! 


over—the ſhepherds as they fed their 
flocks in the fields, Luke ii. 13. Angels 
are the attendants of Jeſus—they are the 
ſervants of his kingdom—they came upon 
the kind errand of „ wiſhing joy” to fin- 
ners, on the birth of their Saviour, as 
people at Chriſtmas-time wiſh one another 
the “compliments of the ſeaſon :** but 
real chriſtians mean, I wiſh you all the 
joy and comfort“ that the birth of a Sa- 
viour brings to poor ſinners. O the an- 
gels of God dearly love the children of | 
men! they delight to go with meſſages of 

ood news, from their King and Maſter 
Feſus to them. O how they rejoiced, and 
ſany praiſes to God, when Jeſus was born 
a Saviour to men! It og 
| 1 i 


4 


1 


» 


N 
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And when any poor ſinner is converted | 
from his ſins, and comes to Jeſus to be 
ſaved and made holy, O this fills them 
with freſh cauſe of joy, and they tune up 
their golden harps with freſh delight! So 
our Saviour tells you,—There is joy in the 


preſence. of his angels, over every ſinner 


that repenteth : Luke xy. 10. And—to 
every child who is an heir of ſalvation, the : 
angels are miniſtering ſpirits, Heb, 1. 14. 
They do all the kind offices in their power 
to them, and carefully watch over them, 
while they are here upon earth. 

Bat what is the burden of their ſong ? 
O the ſweeteſt, the moſt delightful, that 
ever was heard on earth l=GLory To 
GoD IN THE HIGHEST, Luke ii. 14. Je- 
ſus is born to glorify God's rich faveur, 
God's precious love in the ſalvation of loſt 
and periſhing ſinners. ON EARTH.PEACE:; 
between Gol and poor rebellious children 
who are at war with God, and fighting. 
agaĩnſt the moſt Hagh, Jeſus is born. to 
make PEACE. Your Prince of peace is come 
to viſit you, to bring peace to the troubled, 
hearts and uneaſy minds of poor ſinners.” 
Fon there is 600D-WILL TOWARDS MEN : 


P 
God, their heaveuly Father, wills and de- 
figns of all good bleſſings, and nothing but 
every good thing in Chriſt, to all his dear 
children. In love to them, he gave his 
Son for them, Jeſus is born into the world 
to work out a rightebuſneſs, to clothe and 
adorn their naked ſouls. Jeſus is born to 
die, to make an atonement for their ſins, 
by his precious blood; to ſave their ſouls 
from the pit of deſtruction, and to make 
them meet for his heavenly kingdom. 
Thus God —bleſſed us with ALL ſpirituak 
bleſings in Chriſt, Eph. i. 3. | 
Such is God's good-will to the children 
of men. Such the joyful ſony; the angels 
ſung at the birth of the Son of God: there- 
ſore ſaid the angel, fear not, O ye chil- 
dren of men, but hear, believe, rejeice and 
love. Theſe are the tidings, the good tid-" 
ings, bleſſed tidings of joy, of unfoeatedle- ; 
great joy which ſhall be to all Fakten 
all ſorts of people, high and low, rich and 
r, young and old. Theſe are the de- 
ightful tidings of God's love, and of Je- 
ſusꝰs birtn e 
O children, what bleſſed news is this! 
You may talk of this and that good news; 
. ſurely 


tell you of a perſon who wou 


% 


meſt bleſſed book the Bi; and will like 
399. e. any 


[20]. 


ſurely there is none ſo welcome, to ane. 
ready to periſh, as to hear and read of je- 


fus the Saviour. If you was fick, and your 
body was full of pain, and any one was to 

{4 cure you, 
and makeyou well, would not you be very 
glad to hear this? or if a poor man was 
caſt into priſon and condemned to die, tell 


bim of one who will get him a pardon and 


fave his life, would he not ſay, You brin 
Joyful news to my ears? but, O how mue 


more joyful, when we had loſt heaven and 


happineſs, and were in danger of hell and 
torments, where is nothing but weeping, 
and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, to 
hear of a Fo ſo full of love, a Re- 
deemer ſo mighty to ſave ; Is not the birth 
of ſuch a perſon worthy of all our atten- 
tion? Is not the life of ſuch-a dear Friend, 
above all things in the world, moſt de- 


| lightful to hear of? 


Well now, children, are you tired with 
reading the hiſtory of our moſt dear and 


loving Saviour? Had you rather be read- 


ing any other vain and trifling book ? In- 
deed I know you will be tired of God's 


* 


. 
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any other book better than that, unleſs the 
deſires of your heart are turned to Jeſus, 
and you fee ſomewhat of your need of 
him, and of his love to ſinners. But if 
this is the caſe with you, then I am very 
fure you will ſay of our dear Saviour, as 
your little ſchool-fellow did of a very kind 
and tender-hearted neighbour, who run 
into his father's houſe when it was all in 
flames of fire, and brought the little thing 
ſafe out. O0!“ ſays the child, I ab 
be, love to ſee that dear man, to think 
of him, and to tell of his kindneſs. O! 
I ſhall never never, forget his great-love 
aud goodneſs to me, for it was a thouſand 
to one he had not loſt his own life to fave 
mine.“ 

So. furely children, ag you know and be- 
lie ve the love wherewith Chriſt hath loved 
us the pains he hath taken, and the ſor- 
rows he bore to ſave us from the flames o 
hell ; you will love to hear, be. delighted. 
to read, and rejoice to be. thinking of our. 
dear Saviour. Ol. the ſtudy of Chriſt is 
the beſt of ſtudies! the knowledge of 
Chriſt is the very beſt knowledge. Hear 
what that wiſe man, that great ſcholar St. 

| Paul, 


- 


221 
Paul fays—I am determined not to know 
any thing ſave; Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. 
2. O] that you could ſay ſo too from your 
very heart! | 11.3% Las id 
Thus we have ſeen a little of the aſto- 
niſhing humility of the Son of God, 
inthe poverty and meanneſs of his BIRTH, 
When he became the Son of man“ 
though the foxes have holes, and the birds, 
of the ajr have neſts, yet he had not where 


to lay his head, Matt. viii, 20. 


O that I as a little child, | | 
May follow thee, nor ever reſt, 
Jill ſweetly thou haſt pour'd thy mild 
And lowly mind into my breaſt, - 
Lord never may we parted be, 
Till 1 ſhall reign above with thee. 
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CHAP; H. 


Of the LIrE of JESUS while he was 
upon earth, 


0 3 was the holy Child WY, 
born, but hell is in an uproar; the 
devil burns with envy, becauſe of the love 
of Jeſus, to the fin il children of men; 
and he ſtirs up the power of earth, to pre- 
vent our Saviour's loving deſign. Behold, | 
an uncommon ſtar appears in the heaxens, 
and the Spirit of God within them, informs 
ſome of the wiſe men of the 2 the⸗„ 
birth of Jeſus ; they followed 2 neee 8 
of the ſtar, till it ſtood over pointed. 9 
them to the place where the you bild. 3 
lay; and they bowed themſelves beſore, 
ang worſhipped Jeſus, and preſented rites 2 „57 
unto him, in token of their owning bim to- — 
be the King and Saviour.“ 0 e n. 4: 
hears-of, it, and deſired them to let him. 15 
know when they found the child ; * 175 
* he 1 * and nn my | 


= = R But 
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But Herod had murder in his heatt 
againſt Jeſus, while his tongue pretends to 
worſhip him: but God knew his deſign of 
deſtroying the young Child; therefore 
warned the wiſe-men in a dream, not to 
go back to Hered. Upon this, he was 
exceeding angry. What do you think he 
did ? A bloody-minded wretch ! O horrid 
to think of! cruelty beyond expreſſion ! it 
is enough to make one's blood run cold, td 
read his ſhocking barbarity. - N 
Set on by the malice of the devil and 
is own inhuman diſpoſition, in order tb 
make ſure of killing Jeſus, the new- born 
&s Prince of Life,” he ſent his ſoldiers to 
murder all the poor little inoffenſive bubes, 
that were under two years old, in and near 
Bethlehem, Matt. ii. O what a dreadful 
laughter was this! but though God ſuf- 
fered this blood-thirſty wretch, to murder 
ſo many little helpleſs infants, which 
fled the heants of their tender parents 
with the greateſt grief and limenration; 
as was foretold by the prophet, Jerem. 
xxxi. 15, yet Jeſus was ſafe, Joſeph wis 
warned by an angel, of Herod's 'defign, 
and bid to flee into Egypt, But what u 

N 8 great 


- Chriſt ſhall be ſafe in 
can hurt us; — not an hair of our heads.” 
can fall to the ground, without the per-. 
. miſſion of 8 Father, Luke xi, 7 


( 25 ] 
great honour was put upon theſe littie* 
children: they were the firlt martyrs, who 
loſt their lives for Chriſt on carth ; and 
now they are all. crowned with golden 
erowns in glory. If you love Chriſt, you. 
will be content to be a martyr for his ſake 
too; though you may nat {utter death for 
ham, yet you will chooſe to have all your 
ſins put to death, and your whole lite 
given up to his ſervice, 

Ihe time of Jeſus's death was not yet 
come; he had a glorious work to do firit, 
even. to finiſh ſalvation for loſt ſinners., 
Till this was accompliſhed, it was not in 
the power of all the men upon earth, nor; 
all the devils in hell to touch his life. For 
—the eyes of the Lord are over all his 
dear children, 1 Pet. iii. 12. He preſeryed 
Daniel ſafe and unhuzt in the Iion's den, 
Daniel vi. His three children. were. not, 
burned, though caſt into the fiery furnace, 


in the whale's belly, 


Dan. iii. Jonah was 'Þ alive three days. 


onah i. 17. And 
gypt. No enemy 


The 


5 
7 
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"The beliefof this makes the hearts of God's 
children very happy. But to return to Jeſus. 
Now you know, the ſun viſits the earth, 
day after day, but it never ſhines out all at 
once in fu light and heat, duc it ariſes 
gradually by little and little, and it grows 
lighter and warmer as the ſun gets higher. 
uſt ſo was the appearance of Jeſus, who 
is called— Tux SuXx or RIGHTEOUSNE38, 
.Mal. iv. 2. His glory appeared in his 
birth: it begins to ſhine out with greater 
belgbenel at the age of twelve years. His 
parents had loft him for three days: they 
*ek him ſorrowing. At length they found 
im; but where? in places of vain diver- 
mins and finful paſtime ? No, his holy 
Foul abhorred ſuch vanities—his deli bt 
was in God's holy temple, his Father's' 
houfe; which king Solomon built for hig 
Sek * wo: found Jeſus : but how 
Was . on there 9 in thoughtleſs 
4 idle n gaping and ſtar- 
\. ng Fs * bim, as many — ereatures do . 
In the houſe of God ? he hath not 
| 8 us ſack an example: he was—ſitting in 
4 


e midſt of God's miniſters, hearing them 
and aſking them queſtions, about ths | 
trutas / 
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truths of God, kis kingdom and worſhip» 
| Luke ii, 46. . 
In Jeſus, (faith St. Paul) are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. 
ii. 3. Here we behold ſome of theſe rich 
treaſures appearing, at the early age of 
twelve years ; inſomuch, that all the wiſe 
and learned doctors, and—all that heard 
bim were aſtoniſhed at his underſtanding 
and anſwers, Their eyes ſee only a little 
- boy, but their ears hear from him the moſt 
wonderful things. Thus carly. as he told. 
| his parents, — He was about his heavenly 
. Father's buſineſs, 
O how wiſe and happy are thoſe chi- 
dren, who, in their early days, know and 
. confider, that they are ſent into the world, 
to glorify God, and that they have pre» 
cious ſouls within them that mutt be faved 
or loſt for ever, and are ſo concerned about 
them, that they are daily enquiriag-What 
. muitwe doto be ſaved ? Our Saviour dearly 
loves to ſee little children thus. It pleaſes. 
him to hear them inquiring and aſking. 
queſtions about his love ſalvation, . 
* Next, we have a deadly wound given to. 
the pride and ambition of our haughty na · 
985 Da turess. - 


— — — ——t᷑³ſ re. — — 


( 28] 
tures, We are fond of allcarthly greatnefs 
and grandeur. But “ns Jeſvs went up to 
Jeruſalem to worſhip Gody?? ſo now. ** he 
goes down to Nazareth to be ſubject to his 
parents,“ and to do his duty in a mean 
lation of life. Here is moſt amazing hu- 
-mility and ſeif-abatement ! Behold, the 
Son of the moſt high God, becomes ſub- 
ject and obedient to mean parents on carth! 
Conſider this, children'; you have God's 
command, and Chriſt's example to“ ho- 
nour and obey your parents. If at any 
time you are diſobedient and undutiful to 
them, you not only grieve and offend them, 
u whom you ought to love moſt dearly, but 
vou alſo offend and diſpleaſe our God and 
Saviour, who, you may be ſure, will make 
. you ſmart for it. Very awful threatenings 
_are. denounced againit him that mocketh 
at his father, and refuſeth to obey his mo- 
ther, Prov. xxx. 17. Es; 
From the age of tzvclre to thirty yeare, 
Chriſt ſpent not a liſe of idleneſs: No; 
be was all the time learning and doing 
the will of his heavenly Fatber; and as he 
; was'educated-znd brought up by his pa- 
rents; ſo it is thought he lcarned, of Bis 
2 i reputed 


_ TT 
reputed father Joſeph, to be a cArPEN- 
TER. Hence, when the perverſe obſti- 


nate Jews had been hearing 2 4 ſpeak 


as never man ſpoke, when they could not 
gain-fay, nor withſtand his words, they 


cried out, in ſcorn and derifion, Is not 
this the carpenter,. the ſon of Mary? and 
: —_ were offended at him, Mark vi. 3. 


hat the Saviour of the wortd ſhould be 
ſo mean a perſon, a man like unto us in 


"all things, fin only excepted,” and ſhould' 
work * common ordinary buſineſs like 
other men: this our carnal reaſon cannot 


underſtand this our proud hearts cannot 
bear to think of; therefore on this account 


many reject Jefus- now, as the Jews did 
when he was on the earth; they do not be- 
 heve him to be the only Saviour. So it is 


reported of that wicked emperor Julian, 
d met 


That as he was going tothe wars, 


ing a ed _— And id it came 
* N. * 


Jeſus, faid to him, „Where is ygut 
56 what. is he doing?“ 


with a chtiſtian, one that believed in aud 


conſeſſed Ieſus to be the Son of God, and 
Sayagur of finners, Julian, in cpritempr ot 


an _ „He is in hex 


ro: 
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Jo paſs, that Julian was ſoon after ſlain in 
/ battle; and with, his dying breath cried | 
ed out to Jeſus, + Thou haſt overcome 


\ . | | 4 

RX thoſe that deſpiſe and reject our Sa- 
viour, on account of his meanneſs and hu- 
mility, while he was upon the earth, ſhall 
ſoon, very ſoon, ſee enough of his great- 
neſs and glory; — For he ſhall come, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him, in the glory of his 
Father and of his holy angels. O then— 


him. But—he will appear in flaming fire, 


. own him as the Saviour, nor obey him, as 
the Lord and King of all his children, 
2 Theſſ. i. 8. But before that day comes, 
if you are not blind, that is, having eyes 
and ſee not, you may behold ſuch won- 
derfully great and glorious things, done by 
Jeſus, that whilſt we believe in him, as he 
really was once, a child, and a man, as 
others are; yet we may alſo, be fully aſ- 
fured, that he is over all, God bleſſed for 


0 5 om. IX. p14 Ars Soy cr 1 pong 
N * Jeſus lay hid ebe cee geber God fro 

* AllFeernjty ; was hid in the womb of his 
45 vat * mother 


He will be admired by all that believed in 


to take vengeance on them that would not 


—_— * 
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mother for a time : and hid at Nazareth till 
he was about thirty years of age. He then 
. begins more publicly to ſhew himſelf to 
the world, and carry on our ſalvation. 

When John Baptiſt ſaw him, he bore record 
of him: — This is the Son of God, John 
i. 34. And he points him out to others, 
ſaying, — Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the ſin of the world, ver. 36. 
As if he had ſaid, ** See that dear Man, he 
is as meek, and harmleſs, as a little Lamb; 
rfectly innocent, and without the leaſt 
— of fin, But he ſo dearly loves us 
nners, that he is come to take away our 
ſins, by bearing the load, and ſuffering the 
r due to them, in his ou n moſt 
bleſſed body. And his precious blood 
- cleanſeth from all ſin. d behald nam ; 
view him; look to him; he only is the 
Saviour, and there is no other.“ 
Then was Jeſus baptized of John. Thus 
it became him to fulfil all righteouſneſs”? 
for his unrighteous children. Behold, the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended. in a bodily ſhape 
like a dove upon him, and a voice came 
. from heaven, which ſaid, Thov Ar 
BELOVED son, IN THEE I AM WELL 
4. H | | PLEASED, 
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| "PLEASED, Luke iii. — 4 —— is — 
and glo t upon Jeſus! O how , 
"how optul for De child to fay A 
- ſus, #5 Thou art indeed my beloved 
1 in thee I am well \pleaſed : with 
hee my foul is delighted.“ So the chil- 
| — Jeſus horwur him upon earth, as 
his Net did from heaven. 
What ſweet innocent loving cregtures 
is our Saviour compared to, LAMBS and 
* vovxs! We read in Noah's flood, chat a 
vo vx brought tidings of the waters being 
abated off the earth; ſo Jeſus Hke a dove 
_ comes with peace, and brings us the Joy- 
ful ticings, that Ged is well pleaſed with 
us for his ſake; that the ds of his 
wrath and anger will never deſtroy us; 
but his love 1s ever towards his dear 
children. 


O Lord we ife thee for th Son, 
Lords path ths fo hy Som 
Adam the fecond the dat 

Raiſes the ruins of ied 


Eternal Hife and 
n thro” ne per gr our: Gehrcouſneſs, 
PEE CHAP. 
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CHAP, II. 
How our Saviour was tempted of the 
| devil. | f 0 


O ſooner did Jeſus come out of the 


into the FIRE of temptation :—he was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderneſs, Matt. iv. 
1. This was a moſt diſmal place; where 
no houſes ſtood, nor human creature lived; 
here were nothing but terrible, frightſul, 
devouring wild beaſts, But innocence has 
nothing to fear, it is ſafe in the moſt dan- 
gerous places. But innov ent as Jeſus was, 
he was not free from temptations. Satan, 
God's enemy and man's adverſary finds 
him; when, not having cat or drank for 
the ſpace of forty days, and being an hun- 
gry, now the devil attacks our Lord; no 
1ooner had God ſaid, This is my beloved 
Son, but ſatan tempts him to doubt this“ 
yea, tempts him to worthip and become his 
ſervant. O what u daring inſult was 3 
* | then 


WATER of baptiſm, but he entered 
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then he puts our Saviour upon working a 
miracle, to ſupply his want of bread ; and 
ſatan, who aimed that Herod ſhould mur- 
der him in his infancy, now ſtrives to make 
him deſtroy himſelf in his manhood, b 
4* caſting himſelf down from the pin 
of the temple.” He preſents to our Lord's 
view the kingdoms of the world and the 
of them, and promiſed to give him 
all theſe things if he would fall down and 
worſbip him.“ 


Here were the luſts of the fleſh, the 


Juſts-of the eye, and the pride of life ;' 

theſe things are what young folks 8 
and ſet their hearts too much upon, 
| with theſe things, the devil cheats. and 

«rays poor ſouls, to be his willing ſervants 

| a obedient children. Weil, but Jeſus was 


evil in him, for ſatan to work upon, as you 
und I have. Here obſerve, howeafily could 
the Lord have put ſatan to flight ? why, by 
his eternal power and Godhead, he could 
have frowned him down to his own place 
of torment ; bat he choſe to do it by - the 
ſword of the Spirit, the word of God, 
Eph. vi. 17. Cbriſt always anſwered ſatan 
bs 8 


with. 


perfectly — and innocent; he had uo 


— 
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with ſcripture, © It is written“ ſo and ſo. 


O what a valuable precious book is the 
BrsBL x ; the devil hates God's truths writ- 
ten in the Bible. Yeu cannot ſpite the de- 
vil more, than to be often reading God's 
word, and it is a mark of God's dear chil- 
dren, they love to read his holy word ;— 


The Lord's word is the joy and rejoicing 


of their heart, Jer. xv. 16. 


Well, but if ſatan dare to tempt Chriſt, 
O children! what may we fear? we, who 


have hearts with a world of fin and wick - 


edneſs in them; the thought is enough to 


make one's heart ach. But it is enough to 
make one's ſpirit rejoice, to know that our 
Saviour was tempted for our ſakes, that 


he might have the glory of conquering fa- 


4 ” 


tan for us, in our nature, and that he now. 
knows by experience, what it is “ to be 
tempted, that he may have compaſſion on. 
them that are tempted;*”* He hath a ten- 
der heart that is—touched with a feeling” 
of our infirmities, Heb. iv. 16. as well as 
an able hand to ſupport us under, and de- 
liver us out of all our trials, ſorrows, and 
diſtreſſes. He who once conquered ſatan 
for us, now pleads our cauſe, againſtall that 
ſatan has to ſay againſt us. Thus 


| 
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Thus we ſee the Father bore witneſs to 
Chriſt; the Spirit bore witneſs to him; 
John the Baptiſt bore witneſs to him; and 
now even ſatan is forced to bear witneſs to 
him, that he is THE Son or Gop; ; that 
he was more than mere man. He 1s per- 
fect God, as well as perfect man ; equal to 
the Father as touching his Godhead : but 
inferior to the Father as to his manhood. 

O it is our happineſs to know and believe 


this ; for if Chriſt is not the Son of God,, 


then, dear children, we are all loſt and un- 
done for ever. Farewell all hope of ſalva- 


285 glor 8 and heaven, if Jeſus is not TE 


Son or Gop, we never can be ſaved ; 
but this is the greateſt truth in all che 


world; Our Saviour is as ſurely the Son 
of God, as we are the children of men. 


Yea, he is the true God and eternal life, 
ſays his beloyed diſciple, 1 John v. 20. 


2. we believe; this we know; this we 


uite ſure of: and he ſays of himſelf, 


e did ſuch works upon earth, as no 


other man ever did, John xv. 24. 'Ler us 


next ſee, how his wonderful works bear 
aac to him, that he is, the SON OF 
OD. . 


CHAP, 


, 


wy wn mw arm geren z 
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Of be Min ck which our SAVIOSR. 
=, wrought, 


E beginning of the-miracles Jeſus 
did, was at Cana of Galilee. Here 
he made known his glory. In a moment, 
zn the twinkling of an eye, by one word 
ſpeaking, he turned clear water into the 
moſt delicious wine, John ii. 11. Such an 
art no one 1 can attain to. And 

juſt as eaſy, by the power of his grace, he 
changes the hearts of naughty, wicked, 


diſobediont children, and turns them to 


the willow of the juſt. 
Next, fee the holy zeal of the mes 
Lambof God, for the glory of his Father t 


houſe. With nothing in his hand, but a 
ſcourge of ſmall cords, ho drove a parcel ot 


ſturdy fellows out of the temple of God. 
They had defiled it, by ſelling their wares 
in it. But, O there was ſuch a majeſty and 
power in e A that he no | 


Mook 


aM at 
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Mook his ſcourge at them, but they fled 
away affrighted. What a work was this! 
O how will the wicked, thoſe who do not 
believe in Jeſus, nor love him now, trem-. 7] 
ble with horror to ſtand before him, when 
—in r and great glory he ſhall come 
to judge the world! But he has no whi 
in his hand to terrify, but love in his 
heart, to embrace children that come to 
him, and pray to him. 1 lt 4 
But ſee that great nobleman. His dear 
ſou lay ſick, even at the point of death. 
The doctors, perhaps, had given him over, 
and could do no more for him, The lov- 
zag father haſtens away to Jeſus, and begs 
him to come to his houſe, and ſave the life 


gf his dear child. Though Jeſus did not go, 
_ as he defired, yet, (wonderful to think of!) 


he only ſpeaks the word, - Go thy way, 
thy-ſon liveth, John iv. 50. And the no- 
bleman believed what Jeſus ſaid ſhould 
come to paſs; and ſo it did, for his child 
was inſtantly healed. Such er be- 
longeth to God only. Jeſus is both Lord 
and God. We are to believe in him as 
ſuch; and to imitate this nobleman, in be- 
Le ving all the words that he hath * 
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Had you ſeen that poor, helpleſs erea- 
ture, who lay at the pool of Betheſda, and 
had not been able to ſtir hand or foot for 
, thirty-cight years, ſnely, you would have 
_ _ pitied him from your heart, But Jeſus 
did more than pity him; he ſpoke the word: 
- Riſe, take up thy bed and walk: and im- 
_mediatcly the man made whole, and: 
took up his bed and walked, John v. 5; 
O how full of love and pity is Jeſus to- 
r ſinners ! If they cannot go to him, 
e will come to them, and bleſs and ſave 
them. If you was lying on a ſick bed, or 
your little body in pain, Jeſus is the beſt 
46 xy to look to, and call upon: He 
on 


y can cure the body of ſickneſa: be 


only can ſave the ſoul from ſin, and deli 
ver it from death eternal. He is nigh unto ? 
all dear children that call upon him, be 
will hear their prayers and help them. 
There were two ſiſters, Mary. and Mar- 
tha, and they had a brother named L1za- 
rus, whom they dearly loved. And Jeſus 
loyed them all three, O what a bappy 
loving family was this! And it came to 
_ pals that Lazarus fell fick. Away ſend 
artha and Mary a meſſage to Jeſus ; Aud 
E 3 they 
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they tell him—Lord, behold he whom 


thou loveſt is fick, John xt. 3. This bÞ 
right; when we have any trouble or ſor- 
row, we ſhould go directly to our Saviour, 
und tell him of it, and pray him to help us. 
But before Jeſus came to their houſe, La- 
rarus was dend, and laid in the cold'grave, 

When our tenderthearted Lord faw-it— 

He wept. Behold how he loves ſinnerb. 
Obe contd ner bear to fre that ſin had 
brought death, and all its miſeries upon 


us, Without grief and ſorrow, 


foſe up nad eame forth, wieh his 


Well, but fee, thou ＋ he weeps as n man 
vrt he eommu nds with the power of God: 
IL.azarus, come forth. And the deud man 
ve - 
clothes vpon him. Here Was” a ftrante 
fight! Was not this a work of the greateit 
wonder? who can bring back the dend to 
Ufe upain, by the word of command? None 
but God only. But Jeſt» did this: there- 

fore he is God, the Lord of life and denth. 
Soon, very ſoon, we ſhalt hear his voice, 
faxing, — Ariſe, ye dead nnd come to judg 
ment. Then he will fay to all his dear 
"children; Come and live, and reign with 


me for ever aud ever. ia my kingdom: but 
1 — * N : he 
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he ſeeks them firſt, and makes them to be · 
come his diſciples. here. As he cauſed dead 
Lazarus to hear his voice and live; ſo he 
makes living children of men, whoſe ſouls. 


are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Eph. ii. 


5. hear his voice, obey his call, and fol- 
low him; ſo he trains them up, ſo he fits 
them for his heavenly kingdom. Theſe are 
MIRACLES of grace, that he works upon 
. the hearts of his children. Let us take 
notice of this as we go on. What a happy 


- man was Philip, that we read of, John 1. 


. 43+ whom Jeſus found, and ſaid unto him 
Follow me. Philip finds Nathaniel, 0 
ſays he, I have joyful news to tell you. I 

have found that moſt dear and bleſſed 
Man, who dearly loves ſinners, and who is 

come to be their Saviour; - Him of whom. 

Moſes in the law, and the prophets did 

write, Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of God, 

Soc it is, when our Saviour calls any 

child of man to be his diſciple, he leaves 

dis ways of fin and folly to live with Jeſus; 
and when he finds love to the Saviour in 

- his heart, he cannot forbear telling ethers 

of it, ſaying, ©* I wiſh you had found the 
00 E 3  * Kknow« 


— 


2 


— 
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— of Jeſus as I have. O I find 
more ha ineſs and pleaſure now, than 
erer I did in all the days fince I was 
born.“ Now it is by _ — word of 
God, and hearing the goſ 3 
that the knowledge and FE of Jeſus is 
made known, and felt in our hearts. 

O what an honourable perſon is à mi- 
niſter of the goſpel! Jeſus was ond; God 
kad but one Son; and he was 4 miniſter, 
His whole life on earth was me t in doing 
2 and preaching the glad ridings of 
ife and falyation. Behold hun hing, 
in the 1 of che loving de of ms 
heart, Luke iv. 18. as foretold 
IXI. 1. Says he—The Spirit of che Lord 
hath anomted me, to ' preach the l; 


news; Flad tidings to the peer chil- 


Ay 81 are brought into 
the loweſt ſtate of poverty and . 
ſtript of innocence and goodnefs, th 
- "Kthiny to recommend them to {pate 
ſeeing emſelves thus poor, they are miſe- 
fable und wretched in 2 — muſt 
E been for ever Toft without me; but 

came to ite him the true riches'of my 
_ Linigtom; and to clothe them with m we 

righteonl+ 


Ifniah 
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/righteduſneſs ; their poor hearts are palned 
with grief, and broken to pieces with ſor- 
row, but I will gear THEM, They find 
themſelves taken priſoners by ſin and ſa- 
tan, aud ate afraid leſt their ſouls be ſhut 
up for ever., in the priſon. of hell; but I 
* preach deliverance,” I will ſet them at 
at liberty, and free them from every ſnare 
- of their enemies; and I will recover 
* fight to the blind, they ſhall ſee my lov- 
ing deſigns for their A 66 os 
unto me and be ſaved ;” 
behold me as theironly Redeemer, 4. — = 
ice in me as their own moſt precious Sa- 
| viour. O what rich bleſſi doch 2 
miſe! and all that his dis: Brigg ton 
ke, his moſt powerful · armi will fu 
How fweetly- doth Jeſus preach!, — 
Iburg Bis erde era de ; 
and diftreſſed eircumſtanecs. HRA Him, 
faith his heavenly Father. Children; would 
you read the two beſt ſormons in the 
- world? Chriſt was the preacher of them ; 
one of them upon the Mount, in the vth, 
Vith, and vieh of Matthew; the other whs 
' His- farewell-ſermon''ts bis own beloved 
- dfſeiples, juſt before he died wo 
X ohn 
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John xivth, xvth, xvith, and xviith. Now 
theſe things are written that ye might be- 
lieve, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
God, and that believing, ye might have 
life through his name, * XX. 317. 
Is it ſo? ſure then, above all things in 
the world, it becomes children to read 
what is written of Jeſus ; and not only ſo, 
but diligently to mark, learn, underſtand, 
and inwardly digeſt:thctn : to ct like the 
motherof Jefus, **ponder in their hearts, 
the truths of Jeſus, and his ſalvation. for 
- finners. O how wiſe, how good, how 
Happy, would this make you 1 ' , 
But let us attend to more of the miracles 
of Jeſus. There was a poor widow, who 
ad no huſband to maintain her, but an 
only ſon, who, perhaps, uſed to provide 
food and raiment for ry, as all dutiful 
„children will do, if they ate able, and their 
1 ee want it; but now behold her on 
ſon is dead. Her heart was ready to b 
with forrow and grief. May be now, 


F (| bende, 1 avit be: Served Þ have 80 


huſband, no ehild ta give me any thing. 
Well, but as ſhe mournfully followed. her 
dead ſon to the grave, who ſhould ſhe: ere 


* 


| f As ſhe could not think ſuch a thing poſ- | 


do more for us, than we can aſk or think. 
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but our bleſſed Lord? he no ſooner ſrw 
her, but his loving heart was moved With 


' compaſſion to her. | 


Did he give her money, and promiſe to 
be a good friend tv her? This, doubtleſs 
would have been great comfortto her, But 
he did a great deal more than this; he 
made this poor widow*s heart ſing for joy 
Wurr vor, ſays his lovin d wo 

a 


he ſtretehed forth his bleſſed han 


ſid—Young. man ariſe; and he that was 


dead 
15. Wich what u tranſport of joy muſt this 
r willow receive her once dend, but now 


I, up und began to ſpeak, Luke vi, 


iving fon aguin to her arme! Surely her 
' heart was filled with love and Smile ro foſus, 


je, for her dead ſon to be reſtored to life 


gain; ſhe never once aſked Chriſt to do 
ö It, So you fee our Saviour can und wi - 


2 
1 


\ 
I 


% 


He daily beſtows bleſſings und merefes 
upon us, thut we never aſked from bim. 


* 


But now, f this widow had turned her 


(back upon Chriſt, and never thanked him J 
+ for his aſtoniſhing goodneſs, nor thought ( 


no more of his loving kindneſs; woul 


* 


N 
nof/ 


. 


| 


| 
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hot the 2 ereature who reads this, be SE; © 
ready to ſay, well, ſurely, ſhe uit 
[ c, thou kelcſs, ungrateful creature in 
all the world? would yau nat? 1 

1 


if you can go to bed at night, and riſe in 


the morning, and live all day long, with-{ | 
out once thinking of Jeſus, never praying. 
to him, nor giving thanks to him, who js 

the Lord of your life und being, who is 
+ every day, every hour, yea every moment, i 
preſerving and giving you all things which \ F 

you enjoy? This is true, that man, woman | 
or child, who thus lives, as good as ſays, / |Þ 
«© 1 don't care for God, nor regard the lo re 
of Chriſt; I have no concern about my ſoul. 
Let the world enſnare me: Satan deyour |} 
me: Sin deſtroy me. What care I, whe- | |} 
ther I am ſaved or loſt, and damned for | 7 


. ever.” Though, perhaps, few, if any, 
would sAy $0 with their lips ; yet it the | 
very ſame thing, if they Ac 80 in their 
lies. The Lord help you to conſider this. 
us The viiith chapter of St. Matthew is full | 
of the wonders which Jeſus wrought. 'Y 
What an aſtoniſhing inſtance of almighty 
power of our adorable Gop wary vs 
7 was 
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was that, when he was in the ſhip'with his 
diſciples ? There aroſe a great ſtorm of 
wind, The waves of the ſea ran moun- 
tains high. His diſciples were terribly af- 
. frighted, expecting every, moment to go to 
the bottom. They cried to Jeſus Lord, 
fave, or we periſh. Here ſee the wonder- 
ful Man! Here behold the Almighty God! 
He ſaid to the winds, Peace, and to the 
waves, Bx $TILL; and inſtantly the wind 
_ ceaſed blowing, and the fea became quite 
ſmooth; Well indeed might they marvel, 
and cry out in aſtoniſhment—W hat man- 
ner of man ĩs this, that even the winds, and 
the ſea obey him? Matt. viii. 27. | 
ut, it is worth your obſerving, along 
with his own dear diſciples, there was a 
monſtrous great enemy to Jeſus in the ſhip; 
one that robs him of his glory amongſt 
men, and does great diſhonour to our Lord 
upon earth; what do you think it vas ? it 
is found in you and in me; verily it is 
that curſed monſter, UNBELIEF: you ſee 
Jeſus reproved his diſciples for this 
Why are ye fearful? where is your faith > 
No don t you find when you are reading, 
in the word of God, of the many a 


4 
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and wonderful things that were done by 
our Lord, or any of "his ſe rvants, Mosus, 
the Propntrs, and ArosTLES in his 
name, that becauſe you cannot eafily un- 
derſtand, how it was poſſible to do them, 
therefore vou are ready to cry out, * How 
could theſe things be? I cannot tell how to 

believe them ; I think they are not true.“ 
O but this is wicked, this is giving the 
lie, to the God of truth himſelf; this ſhe ws 
what 4 finaer ou are; for all that! is writ- 
ten in his word, is nothing but truthi itſelf. 
That was a feet prayer, of the father of 
tho child, who was poſſeſſed with a deaf 
and dumb ſpirit, Mark ix. 24. He beſought 
| Jeſus to have compaſſion on and help him. 

Jedes ſaid unto him If thou canſt believe, 
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO HIMITHAT 
BELIEVETH: Take notice of the father's 
prayer Lord I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief; und jJeſus caſt the devil out of 
the ſon, and cured the unbelief of the fa- 
ther, by: the ward of his power. It is 
well for * all times, to think and pray 
us — * Saviour loves to hear his 
children confeſs what N and y 
to him for what they wor tay ah 
11 | ut 
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But O! this ux BELIEr ruins the ſouls 
of men. Why do children commit any 
naughty wicked actions? Becauſe they do 
not believe the Lord ſees them. Why do 
any live daily, in open fin and wicked- 
nets againſt God, though he ſaith, the 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all 
that forget God? Plalm ix. 17, It is be- 
cauſe they do not believe his threatenings 
to be true; nor believe at all about a 
judgment to come. Why did the Jews ? 
why do any now, that are called chriſtians, 


ne ver look to Jeſus to be ſaved ? Becauſe 


they do not believe in him, as the only 
Saviour, but expect ſalvation ſome other 
way, than by his precious blood and righ- 
teouſneſs. But theſe are moſt ſweet wards 
of our Lord's He that believeth ſhall be 
ſaved. This is a moſt awful truth He that 
belie veth not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
Next we read, how the very devils own 
and confeſs Jeſus. Behold, they cried out 
What have we to de with thee, Jeſus, 
thou Son of God ? They were afraid of 
him, and aſk—-Art thou come here to tor- 
ment us before the time? O what a horri- 
ble ſtate are the devils in! They are re- 
F ferved 


Fo 
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ferved in chains of darkneſs unto the judg- 
ment of the great day. No Saviour is pro- 
vided for them; they are without hope in 
Jeſus, without help from him; they know 
this; they have nothing to do with Jeſus; 
the ſight of him now, adds freſh torment 
to their minds; but he has to do with 
them: they had taken poſſeſſion of two 
r men, and ſuch is their nature, that it 
is their ſport and delight, to make others 
like themſelves; ſo they had done by theſe 
two men, they were -exceeding fierce and 
terrible, ſo 2 no man durſt come near 
them; but Jeſus had commanded them to 
dome gut of them, and they were forced 
t r him. O what a mercy to have a 
uf, to deliver us from the power of 
-the devil. | | | 
But children may be ready to aſk, are 
any poſſeſſed with the devil now-a days ? 
Do any Now ſtand in need of Chriſt, to 
caſt ſatan out of them? Yes. Though fince 


is coming inourfleſh, ſatan is not ſuffered,” 


* 
13322 * . 


ſo mu 
men, 


ouſe his power over the bodies of 
Eretofore ; yet he is not dead, 


nor is his malice leſs againſt the children 


of men, nor is his hatred to Jeſus and his 
| | truths 


P 
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truths at all abated. He is ſtill our—ad- 
verſary, who goeth about like a roaring 
lion, Leking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. He is —ſtill the god of this world; 
he to this day blinds the eyes of them who 
believe not, leſt the light of the glorious 
goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 
wuld ſhine into them, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

He is ſtill-the prince of the power of 
the air, who works in the hearrs of all the 
children of diſobedience, Eph. ji. 2 and 
he makes them believe this lie: That tho? 
they love fin, live in fin, and love the 
world better than God, and follow its 
wicked pleaſures and ſinful diverſions; and 
though they never love and obey God, nor 
pray to ſeſus to be ſaved, yer, for all this, 
they think all will be well at laſt; and, 
when they come to die, they ſhall go to 
heaven as well as the beſt. ab 
| Now though ſatan is not ſuffered to 
worry and tear our bodies; yet is it not a 
meſt ſad thing, that he ſhould thus cheat 
and deccive precious ſouls ? This we know, 
there are but two forts of children in all 
the world, the children of God, and the 
children of the devil. And in this they 

1 are 


* 
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are diſtinguiſhed. The children of God be- 
lieve in the name of his only begotten Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, and fear, and love and ſerve 
him: while the children of the devil do 
not believe in our Saviour, they hate the 
\ervice of God, and delight in fin and 
wickedneſs. 

So our Lord ſaid to the wicked and un- 
believing Jews—Ye ure of your father the 
devil, and his works ye will do, John viii. 
44+ 80, when any poor wretch has been 
to wicked, as to murder any body, and is 
| brought into courts before a judge to be 

tried, the words of his indiftment run 
thus: “ He not having the fear of God 
before his eyes, but being moved and ſet 
on by the malice and inſtigation of the 
devil, did ſo and fo.” | 
Indeed, doar children, ſatan is very buſy 
to tempt you to fin, to tell lies, to ſay 
mughty words, to be undutiful to your 
parent, to break God's ſabbaths, to bear 
, malice, aud the like. And you have a 
Fnful nature, which, inſtead of reſiſtin 
kim, is ready and prone to comply wit 
his temptations, He is too cunning and 
too ſtrong for you, Only Jeſus is a 4 to 
| | a eep 
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keep you; and to—recover poor ſinners 
out of the ſnare of the devil, who have 
been taken captive by him at his will, 
2 Tim. ii. 26. And bleſſed be his dear and 
precious name For this very purpoſe was 
the Son of God made known in the fleſh, 
that he might deſtroy the works of the 
devil In us, 1 John iii. 8. as well as his 
wer OVER us. Therefore we ſhould con- 
ntly pray to Jeſus—and reſiſt the devil, 
that he may flee from us, James iv. 7. 
It is reported of a certain woman, that 
ſhe was poſſeſſed of the devil, and was in 
great agonies. Godly miniſters went to 
viſit her, and to pray to God for her. One 
of them demanded of ſatan, * how he dared 
to enter into one who was a member of 
Chriſt and a child of God? Satan anſwer- 
ed from within the woman, I caught her 
in the play-houſe which is my own ground, 
and therefore I have power given me over 
8 ves, ſtory .. true or falſe, 
Att is to mind, that 's children. 
have no buſineſs at nh ED 
will tell you but of ene miracle more, 
which our Lavioar wrought, in tender . 
compaſſion to an hungry multitude. Be- 
1 hold, 
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hold how he was attended in the duys of 
his fleſh. Bleſs us! no leſs than five thou- 
ſand, beſides women and cy1LDREN, were 
about him. Mind that, children alſo flock- 
ed after Chrift : That ſhould teach you, 
that you cannot begin too ſoon to ſeek the 
Knowledge of him. Well, ſo eager were 
they, to have their precious ſouls ted, with 
the comforting truths which dropped from 
his bleſſed lips—that they had been tliree 
days with him, and had nothing, to cat. 
Joſus knew their bodies muſt. be hungry 
and faint, His tender bowels yearned 
over them. He is—a merciful High-prioſt, 
who is touched with a feeling of our infir- 
tnities, both of ſoul and body, Heb. iv. 15, 
But how is Chriſt to feed ſuch a multi- 
tude ?* Will he open the windows of hea- 
ven—and rain down fleſh upon them as 
duſt ? or, will he gather together the cattle 
off from many hills? Well indeed might 
the diſciples aſk—Whence ſhould we have 
ſo much bread in = wilderneſs, to feed 
ſuch an hungry multitude ? Hear, admire 
and adore.. All were filled :--He com- 
manded the multitude to fit down an the. 
graſs, Five loaves and two fiſhes are 
x brought 
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brought forth, Jeſus gives thanks for what 
they had, and increaſed what was wanted, 
They did all eat, and were filled, Matt. 

xiv. 20. There was enou ough, and much to 
ſpare. O there is no end of the amazing 
yk and matchleſs goodneſs of our dear 

aſter ! 
Thoſe dear children, who ſtick cloſe to 
eſus, and ſtudy the word of his grace, to. 
ve their ſouls fed, ſhall.never want food: 
for their bodies. He who feeds birds, will, 
not ſuffer his babes to ſtarve.—Seck 
flirſt, ſays He, the kingdom of God, and 

all other things ſhall be added unto you, a 
Matt. vi. 33. r 

There was a good man who was caſt 
into priſon, and threatened he ſhould ſtarve: 
there for want of a morſel of bread, Bur. 
ſuch was his truſt in the God he ſerved ;: 
well, ſaid he; I do not mind that. God 
is ſo good to me, that if he does not ſend 

me bread, he can take away my ſtomach z. 

and if I am not hungry, Thal not want 

bread. 4 

. yau have been told of s ok of the 
aſtoniſlüng miraeles Jeſus wrought. There 
would be no end of re carbng allche mighty 
| wo 
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works which he did whilſt he was a man 
upon the earth. He gave—ſight to the 
blind : hearing to the deaf, He cleanſed 
the lepers : made the lame to walk : and 
raiſed the dcad to life. And to poor fin- 

ners, who were in a miſerable, periſhing 
condition, he preached the joyful vews of 
forgiveneſs of fins, peace with God, and 
eternal ſalvation for their never-dyin 
ſouls. O—he hath done all things well! 
But mind, he ſaith—Bleſſed is he who ſhall 
not be offended in ME, Matt. xi. 5, 6. 

Offended with Jeſus! What, at ſuch a 
dear and precious Saviour as Jeſus is? can 
any body be offended with HIM? is it 
poſſible? O yes; notwithſtanding all the 
good he did, and all the love he ſhewed. 
to the children of men, yet he well knew 
that many in all ages would be offended at 
him. They would be too proud in heart 
to own ſo mean, ſodeſpiſed a man as Jeſus, . 


to be the only Saviour; and too lofty in 


their own eyes to become his diſciples ; 
and too righteous in their own fight to be 
wholly indebted. to him for life and ſalva- 
tion. O this is melancholy. So it always 
was; and ſo it is now. as Ifaiak ſays, 7 | 

| as, 2 | ieee 
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ſee no form nor comelineſs, nothing lovely 
in Jeſus, that they ſhould deſire him; thete- 
fore they deſpiſe and reject him—and hide 
away their faces from him, Iſa. lit, 3. 

Ves, thus it is. The greateſt part of the 
world care no more about Jeſus, than if he 
had never been born, or they had never 
heard of him. They think nothing of his 
bleſſed Perſon, they do not love his holy 
word, they light his precious love, and 

negle& his glorious ſalvation. And my 
are offended with his miniſters too, becau 0 
they preach so MUCH about Jeſus and his 
ſalvation, which they do nor ſee any need 
of; but think they may be ſaved, and can 
do very well without him. 

Thus, like thoſe of old, they fay—We 
will not have this Man [Jeſus] to reign 
over us, Luke xix. 14. His commands are 
too ſtrict for us. They would make us too 
preciſe and melancholy. Thus many, yea, 
molt love their fins better than Jeſus; and 
ſo they chooſe—the broad road that lead 
eth to deſtruction. But O, bleſſed naw 
are the happy few, and bleſſed ſhall theß 
be for ever, who know God's only beloved 
Son, the man Jeſus, who was born of the 

virgin 
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virgin Mary, and believe in him, and em- 
brace him as the only Saviour. They 
walk in the narrow way that leadeth to 
eternal life. 
ell, but now children—\hat think 
ye of Chriſt? is he God's honourable, 
true and only Son ? did he take our na- 
ture, become an infant, a babe, a ehild, 
like unto you? did he grow vp to be a 
man, and do ſuch wonders as no one ever 
did, or ever can do ? Did he live a life of 
poverty and meanneſs, and die a death of 
eh, and ſhame? and was all this out of 
love to us ſinners, and for our ſalvation? 
Say now, is not this Jeſus a moſt glorious 
Perſon? is he not a moſt precious, an in- 
finitely precious and loving Saviour to the 
children of men? O it is heaven upon earth 
to know him, believe in him, and love 
| RAR | | 
But what do you think of yourſelves ? do 
not you think you want ſuch a Saviour ? 
don't ycu ſee the abſolute neceſſity of your 
believing in him, and praying to him every 
day, to fave you from ſin in this world, and 
from deſtruction in the world to come ? 
and that unleſs Jeſus ſaves you, you vous 


n 


„ r 
be miſerable and undone for ever? What 
ſay you to this? Why, 3 you are 
ready to think and ſay, It is all very well, 
ſt is all very pretty, that we have been 
reading of © Jesvs or NAEZARETH. But 
ſuch a great and glorious Perſon iz very 
high and lofty : and, like the king in his 
fine palace, and dukes, and lords, in their 
grand houſes, poor children are not ſuffered 
to come near them but we are kept at the 
greateſt diſtance from them.“ 

Ah, but this is not the caſe with our 
blefſed x1xG Jeſus. Such is nor the car- 
riage of our lovely Px1NcE or LITER; nor 
the conduct of our adorable Lord or 


GLORY. No, very far from it. Hear what 


he ſays of 11MsELF. O ſweet words! IAN 
MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART. Therefore, 
7 poor ſinners, who are laden with ſin, and 
urdened with ſorrow, who can find no eye 
like mine to pity you; no one like me to 
comfort you; — Come, and learn of me. I 
will teach you my love. I will bleſs you 
with my grace, and ye ſhall find reſt 1ð 
ME for your ſouls, Matt. xi. 28. 2 
Hear what Jeſus ſaith to vou. Did you 


never mind nor take notice of the conde- 
nw; 5 ſcending 


| 
| 
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ſcending love of our dear Saviour, even to 
little children? Mark x. 14. There were 
ſome parents, who ſaw what a glorious 
perſon our Saviour was. They t 76 Wk 
they could do nothing better for their dear 
little children, than bring them to Chriſt; 
to have a bleſſing from his precious hands. 
But behold the diſciples Thke too many 
now-a-days) thought, What ſignifies 
troubling the Maſter with cariLvrex ? 
What good can LITTLE CHILDREN get 
from him? Let them ſtay till they are 
older, before they come to him.” And 

oy wanted to ſend them away. 
but the eyes of Jeſus ſaw the chil- 
| dren, his loving heart was towards them, 
and his bleſſed tongue reproves his diſci- 
ples ; for he was much diſpleaſed at it. 
So if any body ſhould ſay ſo to you: O 
you are too little and too young to pray to 
Jeſus, and to think about your ſoul.” Do 
not mind ſuch perſons. It is very bad talk, 
Or if this thought comes in your mind: 
Indeed I am too young : It is time 
enough for me to think about Chriſt, and 
the ſalvation of my ſoul. I will ſtay till T 
am older, and then I will think of theſe 
thinge.“ 
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things.“ Now ſuch thoughts come from 
the devil, and your own wicked hearts. 
And will you regard them more than the {| 
advice of our Saviour? Can you know 
bim, and love him, and be happy in him 
too ſoon ? that is 1mpoſſible, How do you | 
know you ſhall livz to grow older? if you 
do, conſider what awſul words thoſe are | 
If any one love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be accurſed, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Ought 
you not to be afraid to live ? Should ou 
not tremble to die under tbe curſe of God's | 
word, ignorant of the knowledge and love 
of our Saviour? But how can you love 
Chriſt if you do not know him ? How can 
you know him if you do not hear ane 
read of him ? | 

Remember the rebuke our Lord gives= 
Forbid not children. Think upon his kind | 
and loving invitation—Suffer little chil-. 
dren to come unto me; they cannot ſeek Þ} 
me too early; the thoughts of their minds, 
the deſire of their hearts, and the cry of 
their ſouls, cannot be drawn out too ſoon 
after me; let nothing hinder nor diſcou- 
rage LITTLE CHILDREN; I can bleſs the 
leaſt as well as the / the youngeſt 1 

* 5 wel 
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well as the oldeſt ;—And he took them up 
in his arms, and put his hands upon them; 
und bleſſed them, and faid—Of ſach is the 
g of heaven; as much as to ſay, 
„There are many dear little children in 
heaven. My kingdom is very, much made 
up of babes and little children, as well as 
men and women; and ſurely, if they are old 
enough and big enough to go to heaven; 
no one ſhoutd ſtrive to keep them from me, 


that J may bleſ; them upon earth.“ Such 


is the lowly carriage of the loving Lamb 
of God to LITTLE CHILDREN. . 

Let me tell you of another inſtance of 
the hamble, lowly behaviour of our bleſ- 
ſed King jeſus, Hear how he makes his 
public entry into Jeruſalem, Matt. xxi. 7. 
What, is he ſeated in a grand ſtate coach, 


F drawn by ſix fine horſes? Ah no! he comes 


upon the back of the pooreſt, meaneſt thing 
any body can ride upon. As the prophet 
foretold of Jeſus, Zach. ix. 9. fo it was 
exactly fulfilled! by him— Behold thy 
Kind cometh unto thee meek, riding 
upon an aſs, yea, upon an aſs's colt; thus 
lowly he bringeth ſalvation to us; and the 
prophet bids us —rejoice greatly ard ſhout 


for 
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for joy, becauſe our King Jeſus is ſo hum” 
ble, ſo meek, and lowly; O there is no” 

' thins forbidding in him to poor ſinners. 
Then there was a great multi tude, who 
accompanied him, ſhouting with acelama- 
tions of great joy, and they ſang Hoſknnas 
and afcribed blefling, and glory, and ſal- 
vation to our royal King. But mind, when he 
went into the temple, There was his ho- 
nour and great glory diſplayed. Behold, 
there were dear LITTLE CHILDREN, and 
they !i/ted up their ſweet pretty voiees, and 
cried Hoſanna to the Son of David, they 
aſcribe ſalvation to him, they pray him, 
ſayiny—Save us now, we beſeech thee, O 
Lord. {236.8 25 1 
Now thefe dear little ones were wiſer 
than the great doQtors and chief prieits, 
for they knew Jeſus ; but the others were 
iſpleaſed, and ſaid to Jeſu*, Do vou hear 
what theſe filly children ſay? What a 
. racket and noiſe is this? Why do you ſuf. 
fer all this unmeaning nonſenſe from fooliſh 
- children, crying you up ſo? Yes, yes, 
- ſaid Jeſus, | hear chem; but it muſt be ſo: 
do not you perceive how the Lord hath 
ſtirred up their young hearts, to cwn and 
; G 2 honour 
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honour me, Have ye never read —Out of 
the mouth of babes and ſuckltngs, God 
hath perfected praiſe? this day is this ſerip- 
ture fulblled in your ears, Pſalm viii. 2. 

Thus God's ſtrength is made perfect, in 
the weakneſs of babes ; thus is the honour 
and glory of Jeſus advanced, to the con- 
ſuſion of the great and mighty, who envy 
and reject him, Here you ſee, how Jeſus 
takes notice of, and is delighted with the 
pore and praiſes of dear little children, 

ou read, that — Moſes was: very meek, 
above all the men which were upon the 
face of the earth, Numb. xii. 3. hut Jeſus 
was ten thouſand times meeker than he 
was; forall his meekneſs, Moszs huffed the 
children of our Saviour and called them 
AEBBLS, xx. 10. But our Lord was angry 
with Moſes for that, Never, no never did 
our dear Redeemer ſerve any poor ſorrows 
ful finner ſo that came to him. 

No, he loveth them dearly : his loving 
arms, his tender heart are open to receive 
them 2 ; and he ſpeaks moſt com- 

fortably to them, and ſays—Son or daugh- 


ter, be of good cheer, thy fins are for- 
given thee; as he did to that once ver 
| wicked, 
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only. That is true; but jeſus is the moſt 


[ 655 ] | 
wicked, but then broken-hearted and re- 
enting woman, who was weeping at the 
Foot of Jeſus, Luke vii. 37. and alſoto the 
man whom he bad healed: of the palſy, Matt. 


ix. 2. But the proud unbelieving Jews were 


very angry with our Lord for ſhewing ſuch 


love to poor ſinners, and they murmured 


againſt him, ſaying—Who is this that for- 
giveth ſins ? none can forgive fins but God 


high God, therefore he can forgive fins. 
He is the moſt humble man too; the efore 
he came with a heart burning with love, 
to ſhed his moſt precious blood, to obtain 
forgiveneſs of fins. And all, every man, 


woman and child—all that believe in him, 


their fins are forgiven them by God the 
Father, and they are perfectly righteous in 
his ſight, Acts xiii. 39. And when God the 
Spirit makes them to know this, in their 
hearts, then they are quite hap y in the love 


of Jeſus: O they are ſo full of peace and 


Joy, and they love Jeſus moſt dearly indeed. 
But yet I have ſomething molt 'amazing 
and wonderful to tell you. of by and by. 
Perhaps you long to hear what it is. 5 
you mall; but let us firſt conider, 
G3 „ CHAF 
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CHAP. V. 


The wonderful LovR of JESUS in dying 
upon the croſs, to obtain pardon for ſin 
and ſalvation for us poor ſinners, - 


the moſt aſtoniſhing miracle of love ; 
God 13 well pleaſed with it ; heaven rings 
with the glorious triumphs of it ; angels 
wonder at it; devils rage with envy againſt 
It ; and poor ſinners on earth rejoice at 
'the bleſſed news ee 

But O what ſhame, and ſorrow, and 
agonies, and blood - ſnedding, did the LA 
or Go cndure to obtain ſalvation with 
eternal glory for us! the innocent loving 
Saviour, who had all his lite gone about 
doing good to the ſouls and bodies of men, 
was at leaſt treated as the vileſt malefactor 

as the moſt wicked evil-doer. | 


b "Chriſt, but vile traitor againſt him, had 
been eating with bim, at his laſt ſupper, 
bag | an 


* 
* - 
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HIS is a miracle of miracles; this - 


- After JuDas, that pretended friend to 
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and had been hearing the precious words, 


which dropped from his bleſſed lips, —ſa- 
tan entered into him ; away he goes, full 
of deviliſh malice, to Chriſt's bitter ene- 
mies, the chief puieſts and elders, to be- 
tray his Lord and Maſter to them, John 
xiii. 27. But ſee another inſtance of the 
amazing humility of our Lord. After ſup- 
per is ended, behold he begins To wAsH 
HIS DISCIPLES FEET ! but Peter thought 
he would out do his Maſter in humility ; 


ſays Lord, thou ſhalt never waſh my feet. 


It is too mean a thing for thee to do; I 
cannot ſubmit to it. But, ſaid Jeſus—If 
I waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with 


me. O, faith Peter, to have no part with 
my Lord; no hope in him, no comfort 
from him; then I were a wyetch undone 


indeed !--Lord, replics he, pray waſh me 
all over, I am fo gafal I have need of it; 


D not my ſeet only, but alſo my hands and 
my = | | 

What could our Lord mean by this 
waſhing? Not only to ſhew us his humility 


and to teach us that we ſhould be like him, 
but alſo he hath taught us hereby, that he 


came into the world to waſh away our fins 
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by his precious blood, becauſe every ſoul 
of man is ſo defiled with the pollution of 
ſin, that unleſs Jeſus waſh us with his pre- 
cious blood, we can have no part with 
him here, no enjoyment of him hereafter, 
O dear, what a ſad, what a dreadful thing 
to live and die without a part with Chriſt! 
 alas—what will it profit any one to gain 
the whole world, if he has no part in 
. CunrsrT's love, no ſhare in his grace, no 
hope in his ſalvation ? Why, if his ſoul is 
not waſhed in the blood of CHRIST, he 
is loſt and ruined for ever. O how ear- 
neſtly ſhould we pray to Jeſus to waſh us 
in his blood—which cleanſeth from all fin, 
1 John i. 7, and to make us know that we 
| have—part with him. 

Well, as ſoon as Judas was gone, our 
Lord begins to prepare his dear diſciples 
for what was coming upon him and them. 
He preaches his affectionate farewell-ſer- 
mon to them, John xiv. xv. xvi. This 
being ended, he pours out his foul in 
prayer to his heavenly Father, in behalf 
not only of his beloved diſciples now with 
Him, but for AL L his dear children who 
ſhould believe on him to the end of the 
* 5 ; world, 
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world, John xvii. His prayer being ended 
he goes forth with his diſciples to meet his 
cruel enemies, and to enter upon his bitter 
ſufferings, + - | s 

Behold, in the garden he ſays to his diſ- 
ciples—My foul is exceeding ſorrowful, 


even unto death. Now he begins to feel 


inſupportable anguiſh of ſpirit, See him 
in an agony praying to his heavenly Fa- 
ther, lying flat upon the cold ground; yet 
ſweating as it were, great drops of blood. 
His human nature finks and faints under 
the load of his diſtreſſed mind. Behold, 
an angel from heaven ſtrengthenz him. 
No tongue is able to tell, no heart can 
conceive what our loving Jeſus endured in 
this agony. All was for our fins, But 
this is only the beginning of his ſorraws. 
Where are his diſciples ? At alittle diſtance. 
How were they employed? O alas! while 
Jeſus ſweats and groans, and prays in the 
greateſt agony ; inſtead of their watching 
with him, and trying to ſupport and com» 
fort him, behold, no leſs than three times 
he comes to them and—finds them ſleep- 
ing, O the amazing love of his heart! 
he has au excuſe for them at his . 

end; 


| C 
end: The ſpirit truly is willing, but the 


feſh is weak. As if he had ſaid, ** Poor | 


creatures, I know their hearts love me ; 
but their bodi-s are quite wearied and 
tired for want of ſleep,” 

- But children may aſk, what doth our 
Saviour. mean by that Cur, which he 
yer his heuvenly — paſs 
rom him? Matt. xxvi. 39. y, you 
know; when you have been ſick, the doc- 


tor has ſent you phyſic, which your mam- 


ma mixed in a cup, and brought it unto 


you to take; but when you taſted it, you 
cried out, O it is ſo very naſy; the 
thoughts of it makes me ſo fick, I cannot 
take It.. But your mamma told you it was 
to make you well; and then you drank it 
all dp. So our dear Saviour had a moſt 
irter potion to take from the hands of his 


heavenly Father. It was bearing our fins, . 


ſuffering the dreadful puniſhment due to 
them, enduring the curſe of the law, and 
the wrath of God for us in his own body, 
Theſe ingredients were mixed up in this 
-_ *dreadful eup of fury, curſing and trem- 
bling, which he was to take; or elſe our 
- Youls ſhould never have been healed and 


la ved 
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ſaved. But ſach was his obedience to his 
Father's will; ſuch his great love to his dear 
cdildren, that for their ſakes, and for their 
1 ſouls ſalvation, he drank it all u p, even the 
very dregs of it; all the floods of wrath. 
could not quench the flame of his love ; 
Y to that blefl:d word is fulfilled—He was 
Y wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was» 
Y bruiſed for our iniquities: the chaſtiſement 
Y of our peace was upon him, and with yrs; 
Y 5TRIPES WE ARE HEALED, Iſa. lit. 5. 
| Well, now behold Judas comes with a 
parcel of ſoldiers, with lanthorns and 
torches, and weapons, to ſeize the inno- 
cent Lamb! See the deceit of that wretek 
Judas. He told them, mind—He that I; 
kiſs, the ſame is your priſoner: hold him 
faſt, * Well might St. Paul ſay - The love | 
| of money is the root of all evil. For only! 
thirty pieces of ſilver, Judas ſells and be- 
trays his Lord into the hands of his mur- 
derers. Innocent Jeſus is not-afraid to 
| meet them, but advances boldly towards 
chem, and aſks— Whom ſeck ye? They 
5 ſaid—Jeſus of Nazareth. ihhing 1- 
as foon as he faid—Lam HE; did they 
[Y immediately ſoize him and hold him faſt 2: 
. Alus 
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Alas, poor creatures, they are—affrighted, 
they go backward ; ſee, they are all-tfallen 
flat to the ground, like dead men: then 
was fulfilled what was foretold, Pſ. xxvii. 
2. Now how eafily could Jeſus have eſcap- 
ed from them ? If with one word ſpeaking 
he cauſed them to fall thus, how eaſily 
eould he have commanded the earth to 
open, yea, hell to ſwallow them up in a 
moment? but our Lord muſt fulhl the 
_ ſcripture; he would finiſh ſalvation for 
imners, therefore he ſuffers them to lead 
bim away. Peter, out of love to his Maſ- 
ter, draws his ſword, and cuts off one of 
their ears: but ſee, in the midſt of Jeſus's 
troubles, he forgets not to do good to his 
very enemies, he inſtantly healed it. 
Next, behold he is brought before Pi- 
late, where he is arraigned and accuſed, O 
amazing ! he who ſhall one day judge the 
world, now ſtands before his creature to be 
judged; Where are now his dear compa- 
nions, his boſom friends, his beloved diſ- 
ciples ? O trouble upon trouble! one ſor - 
ro comes upon the back of another! when 
he was in his agony, they were ſleeping. 


Behold now, as his troubles are a 
is 
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his diſciples have all forſook him and fled. 


Here ſee innocence in diſtreſs, forſaken by 


his friends; ſurrounded by his enemies; 


who, like furious lions and wolves, are 


ready to tear him in pieces. None to ſpeak 


for him. No one to take his part. Here 
you ſee, in the Lams or Gov, a miracle 
of patience, meekneſs and humility. Then 
did=falſe witneſſes, as was foretold, rife 
up againſt him and luid to his charge 
things that he was innocent of, Pſal. xxxv. 
11. How does he behave ? what anſwer 
doth he make? Behold, what Iſaiah ſaid 
of him is exactly fulfilled, chap. liii. 3. 
As a harmleſs ſheep before his ſhearers 1s 
dumb, and as an innocent lamb is led pa- 
tiently, without noiſe to be ſlaughtered, ſu 


Jeſus—opened not his mouth. The en- 


raged multitude prefer a murderer before 
. and cry out vehement! 9 

im, crucify him! Ah, Pilate, well 
mighteſt thou aſk— Why, what evil hath 
he done? Never did thine eyes behold, 
never was there upon this earth, before 
or ſince, a perſon ſo holy, innocent, and 
harmleſs, as Jeſus of Nazareth. So far 
from doing evil, = had none in him, he 


was 


forth as che {co 
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Was harmleſs as a dove, inoffenſive as the 
 meckett little lamb. Yet arraigned with- 
out cauſe—accuſed without truth judged 
without mercy—condemned without jul- 
tice: the innocent Saviour mult bleed 
and die without compaſſion: die upon the 
croſs, the moſt ſhametul, painful death ! 
See here, dear children, a Redeemer ſo 
full of love to precious ſouls, that he wil- 
lingly and chearfully endured a hell of 
ſufterings on eartb, to fave us from a hell 
of torments in eternity. O what conte 
and rudeneſs is the Lord of life and glory 
treated with! They buffet him and ſpit in 
his face! They ſcourge his holy body, till 
the flefh of his tender back is cut and hew- 
ed to the bone; like as with a plough 
that cuts deep furrows in the earth, as the 
Pſalmiſt tells us, Pſal.- cxxix. 3. Then 
„. crown him with thorns, and ſtrike 
the ſharp paints into the tender temples of 
Thus, in a pprple robe, he ts brought 
rn of men, to be mocked and 
ridiculed, Their eruelty is great, his pa» 
tience exceeds it all. Says Pilate-BEHOLD 
THE Man. O what do we ſee in the Man 
THe 4 Jeſus! 


5 
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[Jeſus ! why, amidſt all the diſgrace and 


mockery they had put on him Though 


* 


be hid not his face from {piring :; tho” it 
was marred more than the face of any man, 
with grief and ſorrow ; yet ſtill his coun- 


ttenance is fairer than the children of men, 


he is altogether lovely. He is the moſt lov- 
ing, moſt patient, moſt glorious MAN, 
the children of men ever ſaw. O happy, 
happy are all thoſe who believe in him! 
they can ſay—Ve have ſeen his glory, is. 
the gl>ry of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth, John i, 14 
Follow Jeſus from the judgment-hall to 
Calvary, ſee him bearing his heavy croſs - 
upon his bare and wounded ſhoulders, tired 
with its load, be finks under its weight; 


_ then they compel another to bear it after 
him. O there were ſome «king hearts and 


weeping eyes lamenting him in the way: 
Jeſus turns to them «nd ſaith=Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, As 
tho“ ho had ſaid, * Dry up. your tears : 
what I am going to bleed and die for, Is 
matter of the greateſt comfort and joy to 
your ſouls, Thou h my ſorrows now 
ure great, and my ſufferings will fill he. 
064 H 2 greater, 
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greater, yet for the love I bear for your 
ocar ſouls—and for the joy which is ſet 
betore me, I moſt willingly endure the 
croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb. xii. 2. 
My forrows will ſoon be at an end, my 
ſutferings will preſently be over; and then 
L ſhall reap an harveſt of eternal joy—at 
my Father's right hand. He fhall be glo- 
rined in me; angels ſhall rejoice with me; 
the powers of fin, death, and hell ſhall be 
conquered, and ſatan ſubdued by me; and 
all my beloved children ſhall be redeemed 
by me, believe in me, and eternally live 
and reign with me in my kingdom of 
glory.“ Who can refrain crying out, what 
a curſed thing is fin ! what matchleſs love 
hath Jeſus to poor finners ! what a bleſſin 
te hear of him! how joyful to know, be. 
lieve in and love him! ; 
Behold, he aſcends the mount, and 
comes tothe accurſed tree ; here they laid 
the croſs upon the ground, and Jeſus upon 
it, ſtretching out fa bleſſed hands and feet, 
and, they drove large nails through thoſe 
tender parts, and f faſtened him to the 
croſs, and then lifted it up, Thus hangs 
the bleeding Prince of life and * i 
| 0 
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God! O Lord!*) Now—the Lord hath 
id upen'him-the -iniquity of us all, Iſa. 
Iii. 6. —Now he bears our fins in his own. 
body on the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. O the in- 
[tolerable pains and agonies which the 
Lamb of God ſuffers, while he is taking 
"away the fin of the world! The. ſword of 
Juſtier new takes that vengeance on him, 
Which our fins had deſerved. O how griev- 
us; how deadly are our ſins, to put the 
Son of God to ſuch pain and agony! O 
how far were our ſouls loſt from God, that 
"nothing Jeſs than—the ſufferings of the 
Juſt for the unjuſt, could bring us back ot 
God 1 Pet. iii. 18. Now was our Lord's 
own words fuffilled—As Moſes lifted up 
che ſerpent in the wildernefs, even ſo muſt 
the Son of man be lifted up. To what 
end? even this; —that every POOR $1N- 
NER' that beheveth on him might not pe- 
viſn, but have eternal life, John iii. 14. 


„ Theſe ſhould never be attered from.ones 
Jip, but upgn-folento, accaſione, and then with deep 
end reverence. It is Nc {© taking the Lord's 
Dame in in,“ 2 y, and upon ttifling heca» 
How a1 any people do, tory out; Lon d aad Gov, 
Children ould deore of this. 
244 H 3 A Now 
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Now which of our Saviour's ſenſes was 
not open to let m ſorrow ? his EYES be- 
hold the tears of his dear mother and weep- 
ing friends; and the cruel ſpite, taunts and 
jeers of his mocking enemies. On each 
fide of him he ſeesa thief as his companion. 
His EAxs hear the revilings of the multi- 
tude, and of thoſe who ſuffer with him. He 
FEELS the ſharp pains of the nails in his 
tender hands and — and he TASTES the 
nauſeous vinegar and gall. 4 
View his precious body; what of 
that is free from pain and agony ? his ſa- 
cred HEAD, which is adored by angelic 
ſpirits, is pierced with thorns ; that bleſſed 
FACE that ſo often ſmiled in love to the 
children of men, is now furrowed with 
- tears of grief and agony ; thoſe lovely 
EYES that were looking to and fro the 
earth, to find poor objects of ſorrow and 
diſtreſs to relieve and make happy, are now 
darkened with the ſhadow of death ; thoſe 
kind EARS that were ever open to the ſor- 
_ rowful fighs and complaints of dejected 
© fouls, are now filled with the ſcoffs and re- 
vilings of men; thoſe bleſſed LIS that 
wake life to the dead, health to the 5. 
pe 7 : E t 
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fight to the blind, comfort to the diſtreſſed, 
and pardon to ſorrowful ſouls, now quiver 
and grow pale in the agonies of death; 
thoſe dear FEET that carried him about to 
" to the ſouls and bodies of men; 
and thoſe merciful HAN Ds that were 
ſtretched to beſtow bleſſings and comforts 
upon earth, and that fway the ſceptre in 
heaven, were now growing cold and ſtiff 
in death, His whole moſt innocent body, 
which was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
was all over ſcourged, wounded, mangled 
and pierced. 
O children, is it nothing to you? — Be- 
hold, and ſee, was there ever ſorrow like 
unto Jeſu's ſorrow, wherewith the Lord 
afflicted him in the day of his fierce anger? 
Lam. i. 12. Think and ſay, was there 
exer love like unto his leve, where- 
with he loved us. Behold in the _ of 
8 the exceeding ſinfulneſs & fin ; be- 

ld in Jeſus the Le riches 
es and love. O that while you are 
; ng of it, a ſweet ſenſe of his love ma 
be hed b abroad in your hearts! then yo 
| a Indeed I love Jeſus, becauſe 
Te firſt loyed Ms, 7 eternal 
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thanks be to God for his unſpeakable gift 
of Jeſus for us! Thanks, eternal thanks 
be to Jefus for bis unſpeakable love to us; 
for he ſpeaks from the crofs to us Look 
unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of 
the earth, Ifa. xlv, 2z. After he had pray- 
ed for his murderers, preached peace and 
pardon tothe pevitent thief, and promiſed 
that he ſhould be with him thatday in he 
Vingdom; then the Man Jeſus utters this 
oft dolefol cry to bis Father —My God, 
yGod,* why haſt thou forfaken me? 
O how awful ! All nature now bears wit- 
neſs to him: the fon in the heaven! is 
rkened : the vei of the temple was rent 
two: the earth trembled in borrible 
darknefs: the rocks quake and are fhrvered 
to piecks: the grives fi open: dead bo- 
157 of ſaints atiſe and go do Jeruſalem: 
he Keepers feared greatly, and became ns 
dead men, and they atfo bear witneſs to 
Vim, ſayity—Truly this was the Sow or 
God, Matt, XXVI1, 34. Every one of theſe 
Witneſſes 41d chnifefffons to feſps confirm 
0 5 falth in 35 ay ved Son of 
$60, our wett boring Saviour, O m 
the Boy 3h Fit bear witneſs to him . — 
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Moſt precious words indeed were thoſe 
laſt words of Jeſus. He cried with a loud 
voice, juſt as he was cloſing his eyes and 
giving up the ghoſt, IT 18 FINISHED. 
All that his loving Father ſent him 1ato 
the world for, is F1NISHED: hisown bleſſed 
work of living and dying for ſinners is Ft» 
NISHED : ſalvation from fin, death, and 
hell, all, for which any finner is ſaved, 1s 
FINISHED : and now it is the joy and hap» 
pineſs of his children to believe this, and 
to come to this dear and ever glorious Sa» 
viour, to receive this precious perfect, 


finiſhed ſalvation at his hands. Thus—as. 


by one man, that is Adam, fin entered into 
the world, and death by fin, and ſo death 
2; upon all, for all have ſinned; even 
o by the one righteous life and ſuffering 
death of Jeſus, many ſhall be made righ- 
teous, &c. even all that come unto him, 
Rom. v. 18. But children may be ready 
to aſk, How can Jeſus hcar us if we pray 
to him? How can he ſave us, ſeeing he is 
dead and buried ? True, if we had never 
heard no more of ourdear Saviour, but that 


be died and continued inthe grave as other 


men do; why alas! all our hope in him is 
at 


#Y 
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at an end; we can never expect any bleſ- 
ſing from him. But hear and rejoice; more 
joyful tidings of Jeſus are yet to come! 
For afrer—he was delivered to death 
for our offtentes, he roſe again for our juſ- 
tification, Rom. iv. 25. that is, to clear vs 
of all faults before Gd, 


; and to make us 
righteous in his fight, Fn mY 


- /©© Jeſus continued 'a priſoner only three \ 


days in the grave then like a mighty oon- 


/ 
' 
' 


queror, he burſt open the priſon doors, diſ- 


armed death of his fting, and gained: a 


complete victory over lin, death and hell; 
ſo that now, thoughtdeith is very terrible 


to the wicked, who do not believe in, nor 


love our Saviour; yet ali his dear children 


\ 
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who put their truſt in him, have 


do fear from death: they need not be afrai 
" { <odic, death to them is only a ſweet paſſage 


to eternal liſe; death comes to them with a 
kind meſſage from their Lord, to call them 


bvut ot a wicked world, to live and reign 


with him, in his heavenly kingdom. This 
is ſweet to think of; eternal thanks to 


Jeſus for this unſpenkable bleſſing. 


Well, after our Saviour was riſen from 


the dead, he finds out his beloved, ſorrow- 


tul 


- 
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ful diſciples, who had one and all forſaken 
him and fled; and poor Peter, who had 
—curſed and ſwore moſt bitrerly that he 
never knew him; (bur mind, this cauſed 
him to weep moſt bitterly too) what were 
the: firſt words Jeſus ſpoke to them ? did 
he call them deceitful rebels, and ſay 
Deport” ye curſed into endleſs torments ? 
O no, he loves his children too well for 
that, and - hom he loves, he loves to the 
end. Though he hates their evil ways, 
yet he rakes other methods to make 
them hate fin; and to cure them of finning. 
O amazing love! O ſweet words ! he faid 
unto Mary Go and tell my brethren, my 
diſciples, and Peter too, that I aſcend to 
my Father and your Father, my God and 
your God, John xx. 17. And when the 
diſciples were aſſembled, though-the doors 
of the houſe were ſhut, yet Jeſus came and 
ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſaid, pre- 
eious words! PR ACE be unto you; then 


he ſhewed them his ble ſſed pierced hands, 
and the wound in his holy fide.: Thoſe 
"wounds und ſears which he got; While he 
"was making peace for us. O how glad 
were the di ſeiples when they ſaw their dear 


* & Lord 
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Lord again ! O how rejoiced to hear him 


ſpeak in love and peace to them! But for 


all this, you may be ſure their hcarts were 


fadly grieved, and their faces bluſh for 


ſhame, to think how they had run away, 
and left him to ſhift for himſelf, under all 
his troubles. 

At this ble ſſed fight Thomas was not pre- 
ſent; the reſt told him the joyful news, 
that they had ſeen the Lord; but Thomas 
would not believe them; he thought the 
only fancied ſo; and as tho? he had ſaid, If 
you have been deceiyed, I will not :—for 
except I ſhall ſee in his hands the ſcars the 
nails made, and put my finger into them, 
and thruſt my hand into the wound that 
the ſoldier's ſpear made in his fide, when 
he hung on the croſs, I will not believe, 
ohn xx. 25. O how great was the un- 

lief of Thomas! but how much greater 
was the condeſcending love of our Lord! 
for, about a week after, Jeſus appeared to 
them again; and Thomas was with them 
then, Jeſus knew what Thomas had ſaid, 
(for, as God, he knows what is in our 


hearts, as well as what we fpeak with our 


lips) and he called him; Come, ſaid he, 
| now 
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new take the proof you inſiſt on; ſee the 
wounds in my hands; feel them with your 
fingers; put your hand into the hole that 
was made in my fide—and be not faith- 
leſs, but believing. | 

Poor Thomas, ſtruck with ſhame at 
himſelf, and ſurpriſe at our Lord's con- 
deſcenſion, cries out==My Lon anD 
My Gop; it is indeed my dear Saviour 
himſelf, and no other. Well, but Thomas's 
unbelief got this ſweet word for you and 
me, from our Lord. Bleſſed are they 
that have not ſeen me, with their outward 
eyes, as a man, nor felt me with their 


fingers, in my human nature of fleſh and 


blood - yet believe me, to be Jeſus the 
only Saviour John xx. 29. | 


Till God in human fleſh I ſee, 

My thoughts no comfort find; 

The holy, juſt and ſacred Taxes, . 
Are terrors to my mind, | 


But if Immanuel's face appear, 
My hope, my joy begins: 
His name forbids my ſlaviſn ſear, 
His grace removes my fins, 
The 
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The diſeĩples enjoyed theirdearMaſter's 
company upon carth forty days. When his 
departure from them drew near, he com- 
manded them to go and preach-repentance 
and forgiveneſs of ſins in his name, and 
promiſed to ſend his holy Spirit to them; 
—and he led them out as far as Bethany 
and he lifted up his holy hands and bleffed 
them, and he was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven, and while they 
looked ſtedfaſtly after him, as he went up, 
two angels ſtood by them, who ſaid, Wh 
ſtand ye thus gazing into heaven? this 
ſame Jeſus, who is thus taken into heaven, 
hall fo come again in the ſame body, &c. 
Acts i. 11. 

But againſt that laſt coming of our Sa- 
viour, he is now carrying on a,gloriqus 
work for his dear children in heaven, and 
upon their hearts on earth, to fit and pre- 
pare them, tobe with him in bir king em 
of glory. This I would tell you of nw; 
but I muſt remember my promiſe to you, 
at the end of the fourth chapter; which 
was to tell you of ſomething moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing and wonderful. Do you not long to 
hear, and know what it is? 9 
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Of the ſad ſtate all mankind are in by na- 
tyre, and of their very bad behaviour to 
our loving Saviour. 


: : 


N OW I have been telling you, ſome- 


What of the amazing great love and 
orious ſalvation, which our eyer-bleſſed 
10d-Man jeſus hath finiſhed for ſinners 3 
ſurely, you mult ſay, it is the-moſt wonder» 
ful of all things in the world: ſo it is, but 
next to this, the pride, the unbelief and 
ingratitude of the children of men, to Je- 
ſys, 18 as much to be wondered at. I hat 

evils ſhould hate our Saviour is no won- 
er, for he came not to ſave them; but 
that men, whom he ſo loves and came go 
fave, that they ſhould not love Jeſur 3 
ſurely this i; moſt {orpriſing indeed! there. 


is not one of us all, but what fin ha- made 


miſcrable; it has brought ſick neſe, pain, 


forrow and death upon our bodies in this 
liſe; the curſe of God's holy law upon dur 


bead, and has expoſed our ſouls to gver-. , 
L 2 laing. 
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laſting deſtruction in the world to come. 
From this deplorable condition, Jeſus came 
to ſave us. FP 
| Well, and how do we behave towards 
him? How do we receive the joy ſul goſpel 
of his love and ſalvation? Why truly, we 
co not trouble our heads about it; we treat 
It as an idle tale, that doth not at all con» 
cern us. Give us any book but God's book, 
the br; for we had rather read and 
hear about any thing elſe, than about our 
Saviour's love and redemption, tho? with- 
out it we muſt periſh everlaſtingly, We like 
better to ſerve the world, pleaſe our ſinful 
fleſh, and do the works of fatan, than be 
the children of God, and obedient ſervants 
of the Lord Chriſt, We ſooner give credit 
to any thing, which any body tells us, yea 
to the devil's lies than we will believe 
God's truths in his hcly word. 
Though this is moſt ſtrange and aſtoniſh- 
ing, yet nothing is more true ; it is com- 
mon to all the children of men. One 
truly thinks himſelf fo very gcod, that he 
does not ſee any need he has of Chriſt ts 
ſave him, therefore he never prays him to 
do it; be thinks very wicked finners may 
| 3 want 
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ut 89 but he does not. Another 
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and 1 Ns money bas re elſe ta. 
think of, than 2 n no bs ſoul ; 


while 0: 3 UP 42 705 1 own 
e truths of 
to * ſay, 


Jaws that 


bi things are t for © 

Children 0 — gp And. 24 74 folks _ 

have lived pop ys without any con- 

cern about their ſouls, now think it is too 

— to begin, and n, they think 1 it 
soo 8008 u68 (hr Hom em, bh troable their 


"This is our hall, our 1 our ſhame: 
We do not love the bleeding Lawutt. 


Wonderful as this is, is not this very 

true? O what an awful, dreadful ſtate are 

ple content to live in, —without God, 

— al Chriſt, ani without hope in the 

world; and yet all this while, the curſe 

of. God's holy laws. hangs over their gajlty 
heads ; for as G04 8 Sor tells mine 647 

all _—_ nature children of wrath, Eph, ii 3. 

and that we—have all finned and come 

I 3 ſhorg 
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ſhort of our duty, and God's glory, Rom. 
11}. 23. So the dreadful ſentence of his law 
is denounced againſt us—Curſed is every 
one (not one excepted) who hath not con- 
tinued to do all things which God hath 

commanded them, Gal. 1ii. 10. 

Well now do you never think of this ? 

- doth this never affect your young heart? 
O 1 wiſh it did ! If people did but ſee and 
know, what miſerable wretched finners we 
are, and what a deplorable ſtate fin has 
brought us all into, they would not, they 
could not live fo careleſs about their ſoule, 
nor ſo thoughtleſs about the love of Jeſus. 
No, if God was to deal with us as we de- 
ſerve, he might as juſtly ſend us to the 
priſoa of hell, as any ** juſtice of pens” 
' commits any one to priſon, for robbery or 

murder. N Gy” 

And row, ſuch a r creature 
muſt el into court Lows tried for 
his life, becauſe he hath offended againſt 

the law of the land, and if he is ous! 
puilty of DEATH, then the judge paſtes 
tvace upon him to be hanged, and the 
io ſigns his death warrant, How is that 
Lone? Why the King writes thus,“ _ 
= | the 
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the law take its courſe upon him;“ as 
much as to ſay, I will ſhew him no mercy3 
he is condemned by the law of the land; 
let him die. Now here no one dares tell the 
king, that he is unjuſt or unkind, becauſe 
be would not ſpare the malefactor's life. 

Juſt ſo, the Lord, the — of kings, 
againſt whoſe laws we have all offended, 
might have juſtly ſigned our death war- 
rants, Let the law take its courſe” upon 
this world of offenders againſt my laws, 
theſe rebels againſt my government: let 
them die the death eternal: let them be 
for ever baniſhed, from my kingdom and 
— — to the loweſt hell. Why then 
we ſhould have had but our juſt deſerts.— 
God would not be unrighteous, though he 
had thus taken vengeance, Rom. ui. 5. 
None could ſay God is unjuſt, for—every 
mouth muſt be ſtopped, becauſe all the 
world is guilty before God, ver. 19.' * 

To be ſure this is dreadful to think of; 
but it is becauſe the children of men do 
not ſee, do not confider, do not underſtand 


the deplorable depths of curſe and ruin 
their ſouls are fallen into, that they are fo 

PROUD to reject Jeſus, ſo — 
— A 3 
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bis traths, and ſo vn cnAT EY r to him 
for all the love he hath ſhewed to fingers, 
and the ſalyation he hath finiſhed for them. 
Hence alſo it is that they do not dee, ad- 
wire and adore the love, the amazing un- 
ſpeakable love of God the Father, who , 


hath ih 0s haben eance of our ſios, and 
doomed * derer dying ſouls to endleſs 
torments. behold, at manger of love 
is this! * never 0 equalled ; love 
beyond all deſcription ; love bey ond all 
conception ;——Gad the Father 90 _ 
Os world, that he gave his an! bes 
Son, that whoſgeyer belie 
«Might not periſh, but have a TA 
TOE RT 
k Warrant, and a) * 
— its-cour(e;” be old, God bath th 
oipel of his love — —— a meſſage of 
e and ſalvation, and all, every man, wo- 
wats child that believeth 4n — 
— * ſhall not periſh, but 


A —— curſed hy God's holy 
law — — yet-God ſent forth his Son, 
made of a wamen, made under the law, 


w this bleſſed end) to redeem them — 
w. 
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were under the curſe of the law, Gal. iv. 
4. So Jeſus was made a curſe for us, that 
we might enjoy the bleſſing of God ix him. 
So the curss is taken away from us. But 
what is the — O it is an unſpeak- 
h 


able one indeed! The apoſtle tells you, 
ver. 5.—that we might receive the adop- 
tion of ſons ; that is, not only to be freed 
from curſe and condemnation, but made 
happy in the enjoyments of God's dear 
children, | | 
And how do we receive this ? By faith; 
by believing in Jeſus Chriſt; we are all un- 
der the curſe of God's law, till we believe 
in Jeſus. O unbelief is the greateſt fin in 
the world; but faith brings the greateſt 
bleſſings and. comforts to the heart. He 
that believeth in me—ſhall not come into 
condemnation; but he is paſſed from death 
unto life, ſays our dear Saviour, John v. 24. 
Well then, fince Jeſus is the only Saviour, 
and there is no ſalvation for the children 
of men but in him, we ſhould eſteem and 
prize him above all things. For—how 
ſhall we eſcape if we negle& ſo great ſal- 

vation! Heb, ii. 3, | : 
You: 


Li 
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Yow-know what it is to neglect or got 
mizd any thing; if you do not like to 
learn, why then you will nzsGLECT to go 
to ſchool; MH any one gives you good ad- 
vice, which you do not like to hear, you 
SLIGHT it, you pay no REGARD to what 
they ſay, you turn a deaf ear to it: So it 
is to negle& the ſalvation of Jeſus: it is 
bad to neglect ſchool,. bad to light good 
advice; but of all the negles in the 
world, none ſo fatal, none ſo awful, as to 
Night, to negleQ, to turn a deaf ear to, or 
to hear with indifference and unconcern, 
the ſalvation, the glorious ſalvation, the 
everlaſting ſalvatiop, which coſt our dear 
Saviour ſo much pain, agony, ſorrow, and 
blood - ed, to obtain for the children of 
men z but if any love not our Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, let him be accurſed, 1 Cor. x. 22. 
that is, let him remain under all the dread- 
ful curies of God's law, which fin hath 
brought upon bim. IA 
But now, hear what our deer Saviour is 
doing, 0 prepare his dear children to meet 
Dim at his Jaſt coming, and to enjoy him 


in his kingdom. | 
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NAP. VII. 
The Lite of Cutis r in heaven. 


FHR ame love that Jeſus brought from 
heaven to earth, he carried from 
earth to heaven; it ſtill dwells in his lov- 
ing heart ; there can be no end of it; it is 
from everlaſting to everlaſtiog the ſame. 
| "Hi wht 1 lory is ſtill a life of love to 
poor ne ud. His bodily preſence +; 
was once with his dear children on-earth;' 
now—He is for ever ſat down at the tight 
hand of the Majefly on high, Heb. I. 3. 
And we are not left to gueſs, in doubt ane 
uncertainty, about what he is doing chere. 
No: glory to him; the Spirit of truth hath” 
how y told us, Jeſus—appears in the pre- 
ce of God ror vs, Heb. xi. 24.— lle is 
our advocate with the Father, 1 John ii. 1. 
He ever lives to plead our cauſe, to plead 
Hifi ſufferings on our accounts, and to pray 
for us, Heb. vii. 25, and to bring us to 
himſe!f, for ke hath faid—Where 1 am, 3 
there ſhall all my children be, John xii. 256. 
e | So- 
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So that all our bleſſings come to us from 
God the Father, through his beloved Son, 
our precious Saviour; the once deſpiſed, 
crucified, but now exalted, glorified MAN, 
Chriſt Jeſus. And we receive all our com- 
forts at the hands of the Lord the holy 
Spirit, O this is ſweet to know! joyful to 
believe—Jeſus being glorified, the Joving 
Spirit is ſent down to us. He is the token 
of the Father's love to us; the witneſs of 
Jeſus's love for us ; and of his own love to 
us, and delight in us. 

So our Lord fulfils his moſt true promiſe 
— If I go away I will ſend the holy Spirit, 
the Comforter to you, 2 xvi. 7. This 
he did in a moſt extraordinary manner, on 
the day of PenTecosT, which we call 
WHITSUNTIDE, as you read, Acts ii. By 
this plentiful pouring forth of the Spirit, 
the oy apoſtles were inſpired to write 
God's holy will, in his ſacred word the 
New Teſtament : and enabled to work mi- 
racles in the name of Jefus, and ſo power- 
fully to preach the goſpel (the word Gos 
means good news, or glad tidings of Chriſt's 


love and ſalvation) that thouſand and tens of 


thouſands, of poor periſhing ſinners were ſo 
Sis | turned 


* 


— 
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turned webs; as to believe in him, and 


were ſaved. 


It was by the grace of this holy Spirit, : 


that the joyful ſound of the goſpel was firſt 
brought to this land, and that we are ſtill 
favoured with it. So the Spirit bears wit- 
neſs to Jeſus, and glorifies him as the only 
Saviour. This he doth ſtill, tho” not by 
outward: miracles; there is no need of 
them; but by bearing inward witneſs to 
Jeſus, in rhe hearts of poor ſinners, and 
glorifying him in their view and affections, 
as the only Saviour who 1s worthy to be 
believed in and loved. It muſt be fo, or 
elſe no one could ever know Jeſus, believe 
in him, and be ſaved by him. It ſhall be 


* Oo, becauſe Jeſus hath ſaid it. Se 
But here, perhaps, children cannot ſo 


eaſily think about the ſpiritual preſence of 
Jeſus. If he was a man upon earth, they 
might ſee him with their eyes; but they 

may fay, What can we underſtand about 
the Lord the Spirit, whom we cannot ſee? 


Iwill tell you, as plainly, as the Lord's 
word aud grace enable me. V ou khow wWwùen 
God firſt created man upon the earth, it is 
aid — He n, into man, the breath of 


life, 


. 
* = 

—__— Cc. 
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life, Gen. ii. 7. ſo that man had not only 
the natural life of his body, as we vll have; 
but he had a ſpiritual lite, the liſe of his 


| 


ſoul alſo; whereby he loved and delighteg . 


in God above all things ele. But w 
AvDan ſinned, and broke the command 
his God, by eating the forbidden fruit in 
THAT DAY, (as God told him he ſhould) 
"*HE DIED, that is, he loſt his ſpiritual li 
the life of his ſoul: ſo that he, you, 
I, and all mankind, became, as the 3 
ſaith, deal to the life and love of God 
dead in treſpaſtes and ſius, Eph. ii. f. fo 
that we have no defire to pray to God, no 
delight to ſerve him. | 

; Now Jeſus came to reſtore this ſpiritual 
fe to us; therefore juſt before he aſcended 
to beaven——He: breathed upon his difci+ 
ples, and ſaid, Receive e the Holy Ghoſh 
| ohn xx. 22. Before the Spirit of life i 


3 — —— 4 
bur happine all our comfort, in the 
an: | 


enjoyment of the things of this 
we think nothing | 
any defire after his ſalvation.: 80 it ig 
with you; you are wanting one thing after 
 pnMher, 10 pleaſe and W rr 
Nr 4 thinking 


Jeſus, nor have 


= 


£ 
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thinking the things of this life can make 
ou happy. For inſtance now : Says one 

| ittle boy, O if I had but a horſe to ride, 

„Aud a good deal of money in my pocket, to 

; buy every thing I want, how happy ſhould 

I be? Says another little girl, it I had but 

fine clothes, and could but go to fee plays, 

and all che fine fights, O how vaſtly happy 
Y 


- Would theſe make me ?(Bur ſaga 2 ür 

-r, Well, I do not fo much 
mind your horſes nor money, fine fights, -. 

and fine clothes ; give me but my bible, 

for I find more comfort and happineſs, in 

| reading the hiſtory of the love and falva» ' 

| / rion of Fofus, aud in praying to him, and | 

. | hring to his glory, than in any thing in 

/ the whole workt befide. Now that dear 
little child our Saviour loves; he hatk 
| _ breathed ſpiritual life into its foul, and ſo 
its young heart breathes after Jeſus, nd 


| I res the things of his kingdom to make / 


it happy. Is not this very plain? do not- 
caſihy underſtand this ? 75 
So uf yourfelf: If at any time you 
think, $6 — avaihit Some- | 
mies iu the midſt of my play and diver- 
"'] - tons, I cannot wr" thin rr 4 
7 2 * an 


4 


* 
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and am frightened to think what will be” 
come of me. But I have heard that Jeſus 
loves finners, and came to ſave them, and 
af yu have ſweet thoughts about our Sa- 
vioyr, and ſind in your heart to believe in 
him, to pray to him, to ſave you from ſin, 
and from this wicked world, and to make 
ou his loving child, ſo as to fear to effend 
him,” now who do you think brings theſe 
thoughts and deſires after our Saviour into 
your mind ? It is the loving Spirit of Jeſus 
that bears witneſs to him. This is his kind 
office. When we are reading or heart 
God's miniſters preach about the love an 
ſalvation of Jeſus, to our outward ears, ij 
is the holy Spirit that carries home and #4 
plies the word of ttuth, to our very hearts. 
© it is this that fills us with joy and peace 
in believing the matchleſs love of Chriſt to 
us. The holy Spirit ſheds the love of God 
abroad in our hearts, and bears witneſs 
with our ſpirits, that we are the children of 
God, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; that God has 
forgiven us all our fins for his beloved Son's 
ſake, and that he loves us now, and will 
love us for ever and ever. O this is joyful 
to belteve : God loves all that believe in 
| : 5 Jeſus 


C ror ] 

lens with the very ſame love as he loves. | 
s on Son, John xvii. 23. 

Sethe, þ ar E wh 

a ha te he is dear childre 
„ what comforts e fard- 
bY it ſtrange then, that he ſhould be fo- 
prizet * em, that he ſhould be ALL 18 
Abt to them s makes them delight 
go to God's houſe, to worſhip him, and 
ar the word of life and Arden be- 
cauſe 5 Chriſt is ate more and 


more prerĩod to them. We hear of freſh  -? 


onders of Nis love, and fee freſh delights 

his bleſſed perfon. Hence fin becomes 

more and mote hateful to us; and to obey 

the willof our heayenly Father is more ank 
ng the delight and j Joy © of our hearts. 

Thus Jeſus dwells in us by his Spirit 

* he fits us for his kingdom ere. 

after. There would be no end of 


you of all the ee which poot ſinners. | 


| enjoy. b believing in Jeſus. 
that be el that 2 is e 
— is born of God, 1 John v. 1. tha 
man, , or even little child, 
12 5785 that Fetus was fetit into the 
God the er, to tre for out 


= 
* 


© gueſt, his leader and guide. 


dle army of 
fully go to 
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ſakes, die for our fins, and to riſe again for 
our juſtification ;- and ſo truſts in Jeſus, 

rays to him, and loves him as the only 
. 1s born of God; born of the 
Spirit of Gop; born into the 4 — — of 
Chriſt, O what an unſpeakable bleſſing is 
this ! Though every ſuch an one was born 
into this world child of wrath, Eph. 


ii. 3. full of fin and wickedneſs; and de- 


ſerving miſery and hell- fire for ever and 
ever; yet he is now a new- born Son of 


God. The moſt glorious Lord God of 
heaven and earth, is his loving Father, Je- 
ſus is his dear Brother and Saviour; 


God the ſpirit is his ſweet indwelling 


Thus; Jeſus lives and reigns in 


| - his 1 above, yet he is ſtill preſent 


to the hearts and minds of all his dear 
children, juſt as if he were now before 
our eyes. So the apoſtles talk of Loox - 
ING To Ixsus, Heb. xii. ii. LIVING UPON 
Jesvs. Gal. ii. 20, REJOICING INS JESVs, 

hil. iv. 4. It was this that made the glo- 
rious company of the apoſtles, and the ho- 


rs, ſo willingly and chear- 
EET and f 


r death in 


various 


I 1030 
various ſhapes, that they might go and 
live with their dear Saviour, and enjoy his 
bodily preſence in his kingdom for ever. O 
they had ſtrong faith in Jeſus, and fer vent 
love to him! now they are enjoying the 
comforts of it in glory. See what a glori- 
ous number of ſaints St. Paul tells y ou of 
in Heb. xi. | Ire - | 
Fs Now, was you to aſk a real chriſtian, þ 
10 


true believer in our Lord Jeſus, (thou 
ALL are ſo in profeſſion, yet rx are ſo 
in reality) why do not you live as the reſt 
of the world do? why cannot you take 
e ſame pleaſure at the play-houſes, and 
er places of diverſion, as other people 
21 (Chriſt 


Phy be would ſay- The love of C 
/ conſtraineth me. I thus judge, if Chriſt - 
died for me, I am bound, by his love, to 
devote myſelf, my time, my all, to his 

| glory ſervice, Beſides, the ſenſe of 
bis ſweet love, and bleſſed preſence, is my | 
: heaven upon earth. The joys and plea- 
| ſures I have in him, are far above the lo, 
/ delights of pleaſing my carnal ſegſes, And 
| can 1 expect tbe ſweet preſence of Jeſus, 
with my ſoul at the play-houſe; ox to en- 
ey the happy ſenſe of bis love while Lam 
- , _ ndulging/ 


* 


* 
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indulging. myſelf in vain, ſinful gratiffca- 

wy N . cannot be. Therefore in 
ove to him, and from fear of gtieving his 
holy Spirit, and loſing the precious enſoy- 
ment of his inward comforts, I deny my- 
ſelf in theſe things. His grace enables me 
to mortify my corrupt luſts and finful af. 
fections, which I am as parurally prone to 
Axe as other people. Thus all true be- 
Revers in Jeſus, fee, taſte, and feed upon 
holy heavenly joys and pleaſures, frowt 

"love and preſence of Jeſus, which 
others are ſtrangers to. So our dear Lord 
makes himfelf known to his children, who 
love him, in a way he doth not to the 
wo John xiv. 2 I. , | : 
Hence you ſee rr . and mich of 
e makes people quite and joy- 
1. cal chckünas 2 er 3 8 of dall, 
moplog, melancholy things, who have 
neithe 


t life nor foul in them, as ſome ſay: 
No fuch thing; this is one of the devil's 


hes; and they go uphn the devil's etrands 


wd go about" and fay fo: It is only to 
make-peopte hare our Saviour, and his joy- 
ful truͤths. But fo ſatan deceiveth all thoſe 
that know not God. and obey not the 
golpel of Chriſt, 2 Theſſ. i. 8. But 
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But we are quite ſure, the word of God, 
which 1s truth itſelf; tells us, that God's 
children are the wiſeſt and happieſt people 
in the world: and all dear children that 
love our Saviour find it ſo. They chooſe 
Chriſt for their portion ; and they have all 
things in him: all that he has is theirs; all 
that they want to make them happy in 
time, and joyful through the endleſs ages 
of eternity, they have all in and from their 
precious Saviour. To hear him, know him, 
and love him, this is that good part they 
have choſen upon earth, and it ſhall never, 
no never, be taken from them; for Jeſus 
is their life, and he tells them Becauſe I 
live ye ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 29. a life 
of faith upon him here, and a life of en- 
joyment of him in glory. It is delightful 
to know that whatever names and titles 
Jeſus bears in ſcripture, they are all upon 
the account of his dear children, and ſhew 
how nearly he is related to them, and how 
dear they are to him. Jeſus is our KI , 
Iſa. xxx111. 22. to protect us from all our 
enemies; and to rule in and over us in love. 
Fe is our Por HRT, Deut. xviii. 1. to 
teach us his love and ſalvation. He is our 
\ PRIEST, 


F 3 de 
. 
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Pzrnvr, Heb. ix. 11. to offer the ſacrifice 
of his blood for our fins, and to preſent our 
perſons — before God with ac- 
ceptance. e 

laid down his life for the ſheep, 22 x. 
14. be will lead and — Our 
Hus ax d, Iſa. liv. g. to pay all our debts 
ta God, and to provide for all our wants. 
Our loving BaOr⁰ R, John xx. 17. in 
our fleſh, ta whom we may come with a 
holy familiarity to tell him all our wants, 
forrows, and complaints, that he may re · 
heve and comfort us. He is Wis don, to 
make us wiſe unto ſal vation. He is RiGus» 
TEOUSNESsto make us perfectly righreous 
in his own glorious robe. He is S ANTI. 
FICATION, to fubdue our fins, and make 
dur fouls holy. He is RzeDeneTION, 
1 Cor. i. zu. to deliver us from all the 
maiſerirs of fin, the curſes of the law, the 
terrors of death, the power of the devil, 
and. from all the evils of this pretent 
wurd. He is JESUS, to fave us fully 
framallmiſery, und make us for ever cam» 
O how near und dear is 
his children! what wonders is 
doing upon their hearts, even at 


N this 


is our SHEPHER D=owWho 
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this prefent time, now, yea eyery 
wall wil give you ſeveral accounts —— the 
wonders of his grace and love, fince he hay 
been gone to his kindom of glory. 
Feſus is gone above the ſkies 

Where our weak ſenſes reach him not; 
And earnal objects court our eyes, 
To chruſt out Saviour from out thought. 
He knows what wand'ring hearts we have, 
 Apr'to forget his lovely face ; 
Aud to fefrefh our minds he gave 
"I he WOE — of his grace. 


H P. B bg, 
Of the Converſion of Saur, 8 
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ealled St. Paul! 
Ades wore, ' 

his deat diſe were moſt cruel 
u; the warns (> 


—— Jeſus to be the only Saviour. 
IJbere was a. bleſſed 87 EYNHEN, he was 
barbaroufl ſtoned to death. - O he died 
meſh for he ſaw the houvenny' 
. ed, und ous dear: Saviour ſfunding 

251 .armis to receive hin ety 


I Ne, . Muse a 
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comfortably crying—Lord Jeſus, receive 
my ſpirit, and like his dear Maſter, he 

ayed for his very murderers with his 
Faſt breath, Acts vii. There was Jeſus per- 
ſecuting Saul; be took care of the clothes 
of thoſe Who ſtoned Stephen; after this, 
he goes on — making great havock amongſt 
the followers of the Lamb; haling men 
and women to priſon. But not content 
with this, he thirſts for their blood: ſo en- 
raged, ſo exceeding mad he was, as he 
ſays, againſt Jeſus and his people; that 
away he goes to the high-prieft, to get 
authority to put to death, every diſciple 
of Jeſus he could find. Thus full of 
wrath and fury, like an enraged madman, 
bereft of all meroy and pity, and full of 
murder and blood- ſhed, he ſets out; now 
thinks he, as I hate the name of Jeſus, and 
cannot bear the fight of theſe mad, fooliſh 


2 people, who are not content with the re- 


ligion of their forefathers, but worſhip 
Jeſus of Nazareth, and ſay he is the Son 
of God and only Saviour, and talk of no- 
ing but his ſalvation: now I have power, 

[ will ſoon; deſtroy them all off the face of 


earth; I will ſoen put an end to their 


Hy and nonſenſe. Ah, 


'e 
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Ah, poor Saul ! well mighteſt thou can- 
feſs afterwards ] did it ignorantly and in 
unbelief, 1 Tim. i. 13. Though he was a 
ſtranger to the precious love of Chriſt, and 
did not believe his almighty power; yet 
Jeſus loved Saul, though he hated his 
wicked doings ; as chriſtian parents dearly 
love their children; yet they do not love 
their naughty ways. So, as Sul went to 
put his wicked, cruel defigns into execu+ 
tion, Jeſus brings to pals his loving inten- 
tions upon him ; for ſuddenly, an uncom- 
mon light ſhone round about him; ſtruck 
with terror and amazement, he fell to the 
ground, and he juſtantly hears a voice 
calling to him from heaven, faying= Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? Fearing ahd 
trembling he ſaid Who art thou, Lord? 
d he ſaid—I am Jeſus, who was lately. 
crucified at Jeruſalem ; that Jeſus whom 
thou doſt hate, abhor and perſecute. Be- 
ware, whatever evil thou doſt to my dear 
children, I take it as done againſt me, I 


will take their part. It is hard for you to 


be employed in the devil's drudgery, thou 
art ny wounding thyſelf, like a man Who 
is kicking bis — foot againſt ſharp 


ſwor 


= * 


is at his wit 


ods TING WS. 
ſwords and ſpears, Acts ix. 5, Poor Saul 
s end, to think what will be- 
come of him; what could he expect from 
Jeſus but vengeance and deſtruction? O 
the enemies of Jeſus and his people have 
great cauſe to fear and tremble! for they 
are fighting againſt him, who has power 
to ſave his children and deſtroy their ene- 
mies. O'the amazing grace and love of 
Jeſus! Saul is not ſent quick into hell, to 
lift up his eyes in torment, and to cry for 
a dropof water to cool his parched rongue, 
as he deſerved ; bur Jeſus changed the fu- 
rious hon into a meek lamb, in a moment. 
And he ſays—Lord, what wouldſt thou 
Have me to do? I will now be thy ſervant; 
forgive me, I have done wickedly, Well, 
bur Saviour not only forgave = bur he 
ſent him to preach his love and ſalvation 
to bis fellow finnerz. Then ſays Paul 
No I count not thy life dear utito me for 
the ſake of Jeſus; | I am willing to ſpend 
und be ſpent for his glory: 1 count all 
chings but loſs and dung for the excellen 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 
Phil. iii. 8. The reſt of his life was wholly. 


' devoted to the fervice of Jeſus ; ſee What 


ſweet 


8 1 
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ſweet letters he wrote to the churches at 
Corinth, Epheſus, &c. and he ſealed the 
truths of Chriſt's love and ſalvatibn with 
his blood. And now Paul is a triumphant 
ſaint in glory. Thus doth our dear Sa- 
viour difplay his power, and make known 
his love, even to this very day, to the 
children of men. 

I will give you another inſtance of this, 
eren in alittle boy, I have often read it, 
with tears of love and thankfotneſs to our 
dear Saviour, who ſtill continues to make 
knoww his love and falvation, nen 7 
174 and girls. . | 


bs. 


cn Th SF 

Of the pious life and joyful degtli ofa 
che who died When he was hüt about 
twelve years 0 old. WG: POOR 


Cn 8 bad vo ſgoner | 
learged to ſpeak, but ho n 2 
ſclf to prayer. 


tube wa ende I: 


3. He would be ae war 
thematheir duty then * 5 * 
1 2 e 
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4. He learned by heart many good things 
before he was well fit to gu to ſchool. And 
when he was ſent to ſchool, he carried it fo, 
that all that obſerved him, either did or 
might admire him. O the ſweet nature, 
the good diſpoſition, the ſincere religion 
which was in the child! | 

When he was at ſchool, what was it 
that he defired to learn but Chriſt, and 
dim cruciedꝰ 

6. So religious and ſavoury were his 
- wards, his actions ſo upright, his devotion 

io hearty, his fea: of God fo great, that 
muany were ready to ſay as they did of Juhn 
. — What manner of child ſhall this be? 

2 He would be much in reading the 
holy ſcriptures, ig | 
g. He was deſirous of more ſpiritual 

knowledge, and would be oft aſking very 
ferious and admirable queſtions. 
9. He would not ſtir out of doors, he- 
fore he had poured out his foul to the 
Lor&in prayer. Th 14 
*- 20. When he eat any thing, be would 
be ſure to Lift up his heart unto the Lord 
for a blefſing upon it; and when he had 
woderately refreſhedHimſelf by cating, = 
. 83 * wou 


% * 
. 


would quickly get out of ig bed, and 


dread might choke us.. * 


"Nia of poſſeſſions that muſt fall to his por- 
had rather have the kin dom of heaven, 
taken up with heaven, and aſked very ſe- 


. queſtions about ne 128 9 ;his 


[ri 

would not forget to acknowledge Qod's 
neſs in feeding of him. 

11. He would not lie down'in his bad 
till he had been upon his knees; and when 
ſometimes he forgotten his duty, he 


kneeling down upen hir hir bare Indes, alk 
God for neſs of that fing 
12. He would rebuke his brethren, if 
they were at any time too haſty at their 
and did eat without aſking a bleſ- 
fag; his check was this, (Dare you do 
thus > God be merciful to us, this bit of 


13. His ſentences were wiſe and weiz 
Wald and hn well become ſome an © 
riſhan 


14. His fickneſs was a lingering Aten, | 
inſt which, to comfort him, one tells 


tion; © And what are they? (aid he) 1 


than a thouſand ſuch 1 eritinces,” 
18. Whey he was ſick, he ſeerhed mich 


. e, 


- 
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16. After he was pretty well fatisfied 
about that, he enquired how his ſoul might 
be ſaved; the anſwer being made,“ y 

the applying of Chriſt's merit by faith; 

be was pleaſed with the anſwer, and was 
- ready to give any one that ſhould deſire it, 
an account of his hope. 

17. Being aſked whether he had rather 
lire or die? he anſwered, ** I defire to die, 


that I may go tomy Saviour.” ; 
- 48. His pains increaſing him, one 
aſked him, "whether he would rather ſtill 


endure thoſe pains, or "forfake Chriſt? 
« Alas, (ſaid he) I know not what to ſay, 
- being a child ; for theſe pains may ſtagger 

a ſtrong man, but I will ſtrive to endure 
go ws beſt I can. Upon this he called to mind 
chat martyr Tyomas BILNEx, who being 


F in priſon, the night before his burning, 


put his finger into the candle, to know how · 

he could endure the fire. © O (ſaid the 
child) had I lived thep, I would have run 

3 through the fire * 2 have gone to Chriſt.““ 
19. His fickneds laſled long, and at leaſt 
* three days before his death he proꝑhe ſied 
His departure, and not only that be muſt 
wy oof. the very ay on the Lord's 


. 
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day, (ſaid he) look to me; neither was | 
this a word of courſe, which you may 


gueſs by his often repetition, every day 
aſking, till the day came indeed. What, 
is Sunday come? At laſt the looked for 
day came on; and no ſooner had the ſun 

| beautified that morning with its light, but 
he falls into a trance, his eyes were fixed, 


his face chearful, his lips ſmiling, his 
hands and face claſped in a bow, as if he 


would have embracgd ſome bleſſed angel 


- that was at hand to receive his ſoul. But 
he comes to himſelf, and tells them how 
he ſaw the ſweeteſt body that ever eyes be- 


held, who bid him to be of good cheer, for 
he muſt preſently go with him. 
20. One that ſtood near him, as now 
ſuſpecting the time of his diſſolution nigh, 


bid him ſay, Lord, into thy hands I. 


commend my ſpirit, which is thy due; for 
why, thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord, my 
God, moſt true.” | | 


21. The laſt words, which be ſpake, | 
were exactly theſe : Pray, pray, pray, 


nay, yet pray; and the more prayers the 
better, all proſpers ; God is the beſt phyſi- 


cian ; into thy hands I commend my . | 
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: rit, - O Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul: now 


cloſe mine eyes: forgive me, father, mo- 


$ ther, brother, ſiſter, all the world. Naw 


' Tam well, my pain is almoſt gone, my jo 
is at hand: oy. have por. oa "0 6 
Lord, receive my ſoul unto thee.” And 
- thus he yielded up his fpirit unto the Lord, 
when he was about twelve years old. 
(This narrative was taken ouf of Mr. 
Ambroſe's Life's F 
Next will tell you of a dear little oi t, 
whom 1 knew, and whom our Saviour 
"called to the knowledge of himſelf when 
e was yery young, and whom he has 


lately taken our of a naughty world to 


eaven. 


5 live and reign with him in 


n 4T a 


EI * 
0 HAP. X. FT . 
the Life of a gracious little GI.; 
and how joyfully ſhe died. 


HE lived with her Aunt, who loved 


ber as-dearly as if ſhe had been her 


Wu child. Her talk and behaviour were 


very ſweet and engaging. She early diſeo- 


e was under ſome un 
*. 2 ſons of the truths of God's wd 


| Cup] 

She loved to read the Bible. She would 
lvave uff her little amuſements, to give ear 
to chriſtian converſation : and after ſhe had 
been hearing ſuch diſcourſe, would aſk 

ſuitable —— ſeeming to be very de- 
firous of being inſtructed in the truths off 
God. She abhorred lying; and when aſked .- 
any qyeſtions, ſhe uſed to ſay, Indeed 1 
am ſure, I always tell the truth.“ 

She liked to go to the houſe of God, and 

vas delighted to hear the minitters of Jeſus 

preach about his love and ſalvation. One, 
. *Habbath-day, being left ut home with the 
maid-ſervant, this dear child wanted the 
maid to go to God's houſe with her; but 
ſhe, being buſy and not inclined to go out, 
the dear little creature would not ſtay at 
home, but went hx berſelf, and ſeemed - - 
vaſtly pleaſed, in giving ſome accoutt of 
the — ſhe had been heuriung . 
The ſervant having repeated a fault, 
which ſhe had once before been guilty af, 
and her miſtreſs being angry at it, this 
ſweet child came to her aunt. and ſai 
% Poor Mor 1 y is very ſorry ſor hat ſhe 
haas done, and you muſt forgive her, for 
vou know, our Saviour ſays, we muſt fur- 
To. | gire 


1118] 
give until ſeventy times ſe ven. Here was 
a delightful in ſtance, both of the loving 
peaceable temper of this little child, her 
early knowledge of our Saviour's doctrine, 
and her ſuitable applying of it. 

It pleaſed the Lord to afflit her with a 
lingering illneſs, which ſhe bore with great 
patience and ſubmiſſion to his will. Being 
1n great pain and y of body, ſhe cried 
out. Her aunt ſaid, I hope, my dear, the 
Lord will ſtrengthen you, and give you pa- 
tience. Juſt as if ſne checked herſelf for 
"crying out, and had preſent ſupport given 
to her mind, ſhe replied, He does, and 
immediately lay in great eompoſure. 

A miniſter, who often viſited and 
'/preyed-by her, came to ſee her, and aſked 
Abe ſhauld pray by her then. Poor dear 
ſoul, her body being in great pain, ſhe re 
plied, I am fo very ill I cannot bear to 
heat any body ſpeak. After he was gone, 
and ſhe was a little cafier, ſhe bemoaned 
- herſelf that ſhe{ did not let him pray 
her, often ſaying ſhe was ſorry for it; but 
o_ he would come and ſee her again! 
©” Heforo a miniſter prayed by her, he aſked 
e Shall. I pray to God to — 
Ws. we 
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u, aad th 2 longer?“ 
well, and that you may live longer?“ 
Mind her . you dear children. © She 
was not afraid to die; no: our dear Sa- 
viour had taken away the fear of death 
from her; yea, ſhe longed to die, that ſhe 
might live with him; for ſhe ſtedfaſtly 
ſtxed her dear eyes as though ſhe was look - 
ing up to Jeſus, whom the had ſet her 
heart upon as her treaſure, and defiring to 
be with him; ſhe replied, ** No, don't 
pray that I may live; I had rather die and 
go to heaven.“ 8 
One day, finding herſelf grow worſe, 
ſhe ſaid to her aunt, ** I ſhall die, but pray 
don't you grieve for me, forit'is better ta 
cke, and be with Jeſus; becaufe you know .. _ 
he ſays—Suffer little children to come un- 
to me; for of ſuch is the kingdom of hear 
ven.“ Theſe words dwelt much upon her” 
mind: they are the text of A yLAtN 
SEXMON For LITTLE CHILDREN, Which 
I publiſhed ; and which ſhe took great de- 
light in reading. AT 
She laid to thoſe about ker, „ n 
Keep my ſabbath in heaven.” A little be-" 
& lite died, ſhe called her dear relations 
| ad friends about her dying bed, and in a 


o 
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= 


moſt 
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moſt ſweet and affecting manner, took her 
laſt len ve and parting farewell of each of 
them with great chearfulneſs and joy: and 
ſaid, * I am going to the joys of heaven, 
ay will ſoon ſce me dead: but then 1 ſhall 

e in heaven as white as ſnow.” We may 
comfortably hope, and. joytully believe, 
ſhe fell aſlcep in the arms of our dear Sa- 
viour,: who had Tedeemed her to God by 
his precious blood, and had taught her 

young heart to know him and love him 

upon carth, and made her ſoul ripe for 
glory So that now ſhe is gone to live and 
reign with him, in his kingdom in heaven, 
lab and glorify him for ever and ever. 
She died on abbath-day, Nov. 16. 1766, 
wanting one month of ſeven years. 

Thus you ſee how our dear Saviour loves 
children, even LITTLE children; and what 

d rent things he does upon their youn 

hearts. Now, do you deſire to live 2 

die as ſhe did? Why, Jeſus is — the ſame 

; Lord over all, and he is rich in mercy, to 
ſave · all that call upon him. Yea, and his 

Spirit of truth given us this precious. 
promiſe—Whoſoerer, young or od, rich 

or poor, ſmall or great, wRefge ſhall 
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call upon the name of the Lord Jeſus ſhalt 
be ſaved, Rom. x. 12, 13. I wiſh you to 
read A precious Teſtimony for Jeſus, from 
two children, who died lately full of j joy, 

whieh I Sete 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the wicked life and unhappy death of 
one who lived without the tear of Gov, 


and the knowledge of our Saviour in 
_ the world. 


UT fee, how vaſtly different was the | 
wicked life and melancholy death io 
poor T Idle. He was born of pa 
rents who lived in good eredit: + they pur 
him to ſchool, and gave bim good advice. 


But when he was a child, he learned to 


tell lies, fay naughty words, and take God's 
name in vain. If any dody re proved him 


for it, he uſed to ſay, Well, het is that ; 


to you.” He did not like any thing chat” 


was good. He bated to read his Bible; 4 
never ſaid his prayers; abborred ta gνο§jẽũʒ² 


Church; and would rather ſpend the Sub- 1 


bath with other idle boys ih che ſlreets. He 
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tied to teach him better; but all was in 


. vain, for as he grew up, he became worſe 


und worſe. 


When he was put apprentice he behaved 


badly ; uſed to ſtay of his errands, and 
neglect his maſter's buſineſs, &c. When 
he was out of his time, he was very idle, 
lazy and wicked. He uſed to keep com- 
pany with others as bad as himſelf; for you 
- know birds of a feather will flock together. 

He uſed to make game of God's people, 
and laugh at religion. Thus he went on, 


from one way of wickedneſs to another, 
One night he got to gaming, and loſt all 
* that he had; and coming home late, he 


was decoyed into a very bad houſe ; here 
be met with a ſet of wretches, who per- 
ſuaded him to live as they did, by robbing 
and ſteahng. His affairs being bad, like 
= his wicked diſpoſition, and as he had caſt 
off all fear of God, he joined them. 
Hur, alas, he did not reign long; Juſtice 
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Poor — creature ! there was he 
ſnut up in a darł · diſmal dungeon, loaded 
with fetters, wringing his hands, and be- 
' moaning his melancholy doom. But had 
you ſeen, when his dear father and mother 
came' to ſee him in the priſon: O dear! 
ſurely it would have made your heart ake, 
and a flood of tears guſh from your eyes. 
There was the tender mother embracing, 
hanging upon, and weeping in an agony / 
over a dear but naughty child, whom ſhe 
brought into the world, whoſe paps he had 
ſucked, and whom ſhe had tenderly brought 
up! There was the affectionate father, 
wringing his hands; lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, while ſtreams of tears flowed down 
his aged cheeks ; crying out, “ O what 
do I hve to fee ! what am I called to ſuf- 
fer! O my ſon, my ſon, would to God: 
thou hadſt never been born! O that thow _ 
hadſt died whilſt thou hanged yet upon 
thy mother's breaſt !—O my diftretss | 
greater than I can bear!ᷣ·ᷣ:˖ 2 
Ihen to ſec and hear the hitter cries and 
luamentat ions of poor Tommy : Forgive e, 
i O'my dear father! forgive me, O my dene 
er O chat I had followed your gal 
%. £3 SI . 
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nſtructions! O chat I had taken your good 
ga adtice! but now, alas, it is too late. Vile 
* _wretch that I have been, thus to bring 
my ſelf to this ſhameful end; thus to bring 
don your grey hairs with ſorrow to the 

grave. | 

But tongue cannot expreſs, heart cannot 
"conceive, nor pen deſcribe, the moſt aſſect- 
ing ſcene of ſorrow, diſtreſs and , 
when his father and mother took their laſt, 
parting farewell of their dear, but unhappy, 
wicked ſon; never, never to ſee him more 

im this world, 1 
O that oy eren way be a _ 
ing to children! may | . etter 


to his parents, be a leſſon of n to 
Dtear Father and Mother, 

& Win a ſorrowful heart, weeping 
433% eyes, and a, trembling hand, I 
Write to inform you, that my deud war- 

- rant is come down, and I am to die next 

-; Wedneſday. O what ſhall I do! O what 

will become of my precious ſoul! I am in 

”.. the greateſt diſtreſs, to think what I have 

TH brought upon myſelf, and upon You, P 727 
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for me; deſire all good people to pray for 
me; O how ſadly I have lived, without 

raying to God for myſelf. O that young 

olks may take warning by my wicked life, 
and ſhameful death ! tell them, tell all the 
world, that the heinous fin of ſabbath- 
breaking, and neglecting the worſhip-and * 
ſervice of God, 1s the forerunner of all 
other fins. Diſobedience to God's com- 


mands, and undutifulneſs to you, my dear 


arents, now lie very heavy upon my mind.. 

am to be cut off in the prime of life; my 
days have been few; my ſins are many and 
eat; O that God may pardon them all, 
Chriſt's ſake! Forgive me, my dear 


| — for all the ſorrow and ſhame EF: | 
-have brought upon. you. Farewell, W 


ever farewell, from 


Your moſt ſorrowful, diſtreſſed, 
; and undutifyl:ſon, 


Ss 
, 
1 


T. Iota. 


Poor Tommy was hanged, and he went” 
tout of the world, crying, Lord Jeſus re- 
+ ceive-my ſoul! But O how happy are all 
thoſe, who live in the world, praying to- 
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J eſus from day to day, tobleſs and ſuvetheir 1 
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# and happy deaths of thoſe dear children, 
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3 ſouls. Every body, when they come to 
die, defire to—die the death of the righte- 
dus; but they only can expect it, who live 


the lite of the righteous ; that is (as St. 
Paul ſays he did, and as all real chriſtians 
now do)—a life of faith upon the Son of 
God, who loved us, and gave himſelf for 
us, Gal. ii. 20. | 
O how vaſtly different are the holy lives 


who love and ſerve our Saviour, to thoſe 


> Whore ignorant of him, and live and die 
in the ſervice of fin and ſatan ! This you 


ſee: ſomewhat of in this world; but what 


an awful difference will there be in the 


world to 'come ! — — and I, dear 
children, thall be witn to. Yea more, 


we ſhall be partakers of the joys of the 


* When Obfiſt the judgme 


Who h 


; bleſſtd, or the miſeries of the curſed, for 


ever and ever. Let us therefore conſider ; 


| | and O that we may conſider it with the 


deepeſt thought and attention | 


nt-ſeat aſcends, - 

And bids the world appear 9 915 

Fhrunes are repar'd for all his FRIENDS, 

loy'& him HERE. Fi: Sb 1 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of the laſt coming of Ixsvs to judgment. 


OU know, when the diſciples ſaw 
Jeſus go $0 up into, heaven, the angels 
told them, that—he ſhould ſo come again 
in like manner, Acts i. 11. You may be 

dy to aſk, What then, will our Saviour 
' into our world again, and ſuffer, 
and blecd, and die once more? O no 
cho, he will come again, yet not as Ma- 
&y's child, as the CaRPENTER'sS son, as 
the deſpiſed NAZARENE, to be crowned 
with thorns, to be rejected of men, to be 
wounded for our tranſgreſſi 


for our iniquities. 


5, and bruiſed 


# » > 


But he will come, in the moſt awful 4 


„and amazin deur, with ma- 
ey and great Slory i as as his angels 
uſhered in his birth, when he became a 
little child upon earth, fo they ſhall attend 
| him), when he comes, as Lord and judge 
of all, You are told of the — — 
2— of his coming, 1 Nen 
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The Lord Jeſus himſelf in his human na- 
ture, ſhall viſibly deſcend from heaven with 
a ſhout, with the voice of the arch-angel, 
the moſt loud and tremendous ſummons, 
and the laſt trumpet ſhall be blown, and 
the voice of Jeſus ſhall be heard; and like 
as hecalled his beloved friend Lazarus from 
the dead, in the days of his fleſh; ſo now; 
all his dear children ſhall hear his delight- 
ful voice: for tke dead in Chriſt (that is, 
all that believed in Jeſus as the only Sa- 
viour) ſhall riſe firſt, 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. 

O how awfully glorious, yet moſt pleaſ- 
ing and delighttul to all his dear children, 
will this fight and appearing of Jeſus be! 
though they had never ſeen his molt dear 
and bleſſe& perſon with their bodily eyes; 
2 believing in him with their hearts, they 

loved him on earth. a 
_ This is the man, the exalted Max, 

Whom, we unſeen. adore ; 


But when our eyes behold his face, 
Our hearts will love him more. 


Love him! O who is able fully to think 
of, who is able fully to tell of, the tranſ- 
ports of joy, which all his redeemed 2 

4 N 
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will be filled with, at the fight of their 
moiſt beloved Saviour? Even now, this 
= moſt ſweet, moſt raviſhing, but to think 

Then, will Jeſus glory in, and rejoice 
over, all his ranſomed, ſaved children; 
and will preſent them with the greateſt de- 
light to the Father—Behold me- and all 
the children thou haſt given me, Heb. ii. 
13. I have loſt none; here they ate all, 
fully redeemed, perfectly juſtified, com- 
-pletely ſaved and brought to uy O 
then how vill his heavenly Father ſmile, 
approve and love! then ſhall all his dear 
children, liſt up their heads with joy; be- 
hold his ſmiling face with comfort, and 
hear his delightful voice with — wal 
ſaying—Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
come, to the cloſeſt embraces of my love, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from 
the foundation of the world, Matt. xxv. 
34 When they were upon earth, it was 
their grief, that they did not-love Jeſus 
more ; but now, their hearts will be as full 
of love to Jeſus as ever they can hold: and 
with their moſt joyful tongues, they will 
uniie iu ſinging Unto himthat hath loved 


us, 


[ 30 

us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts unto God, and his Father: Unto 
this bleſſed, lovely, loving Jeſus, be glory 
and dominion, for ever and ever, Amen. 
Rev. i. 5, 6. 

Thus ſhall they be for ever with the 
Lord, loving, and bleſſing, and adoring 
him; admiring the wonders of his ineſti- 
mably precious love, and rejoicing, with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory, in the 
n of all his glorious ſalvation. 
All that believe in Jeſus, know a little of 
this even now: it is this creates our heaven 
upon earth; but it hath not entered into 
our hearts, FULLY to conceive the glory 
and bleſſedneſs, which he hath prepared 
for them that love him. This we muſt die 
to know perfectly. 

ZBut O, where (hall now the wicked and 
ungodly appear! how tremendouſly dread- 
ful will the ſight of Jeſus be to them. — 
The dead, both ſmall and great, muſt 
ſtand before the Sow or Max; now 
every eye ſhall ſee ni; every knee bow 
before HIM; and every tongue confeſs 
MIM: While angels adore him, devils will 
: tremble 


e 

« tremble at the fight of him; while his 
ſaints look on him with joy and comfort, 
the wicked will hide away their faces, in 
dread and terror; for, O heart-rendin 
thought, they muſt appear at Jeſus's left 
hand ! In this life they would not know 
him, believe in him, nor love and ſerve. 
him ; but they loved their fins better than 
Chriſt; they found more pleaſure in the 
finful vanities of this world than in 
Chriſt ; they choſe the ſervice of fin and 
ſatan, rather than to ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
But now, they muſt ſtand forth, to hear 
their awful dreadful doom : now, ts 
will ſay—Depart from Mx, I never knew 
You, Matt. vii. 23. 21 

What, are they dumb? they have no- 
thing to ſay for themſelves : do they now 
own Jeſus, as the only Saviour, and 
to him to ſave them ? No, alas! thoug 
this would be toe late now; yet ſee even 
now, they are too proud and ſtubborn for 
that: inſtead of this—The kings of the 
earth, and the _ men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, rick and 


poor, cry to the mountains and _— 
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Fill on us, and hide us from the face of 


him that ſitteth on the throne, and from 


the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day 
of his wrath is come, and who ſhall be able 


to ſtand! Rev. iv. 16. O vain and fooliſh 


attempt, to think of hiding themſelves 
from the preſence of Jeſus ! 
But fo they acted in this life; they 


could not bear to think of Jeſus, to hear 


of his love and ſalvation ; to believe in 
kis- name, and ſerve him. This, they 
thought, would damp their ſpirits, deſtroy 
their comforts, and put an end to all 


their mirth and jollity, in the enjoyment 


of the things, of this world. So it is, 
that fin blinds the eyes and deceives the 
hearts; and it makes people act as fooliſh 
as ADamM and Eve did, when they had fin- 
ned, they fied: away, and thought to— 
hide themſelves from the preſence of the 
Lord God, Gen. ii. 8. but that is impol- 
fible, though many, yea moſt, are apt to 


think ſo fooliſhly, becauſe they do not ſee 


God, they think God does not ſee them. 
Do you never think ſo? O but this is 
moſt ridiculous; this cometh from the 
112 1 unbelief 
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unbelief of our hearts: tbe eyes of the 
Lord are ever upon you: be is about 
your path and about your bed, and ſeeth 
all your ways : nothing can be hid from 
him: the moſt fccret thoughts of your 
heart—all things are nr. and open to 
his ſight, Heb. iv. 13. and he will brin 
every ſecret thing into judgment, Ecclefl.. 
X1l, 14, 

But our Saviour tells us of ſome, who in 
the laſt day, will call him Loxb, Lox be 
proving to. know him, and will uſe 
pleas and arguments with him, as hugh 
they were to ſay, We have been called by 
thy name, CurIsTIANS ; and have been 


| baptized into the profeſſion of thy reli- 


gion; and have done wonderful works 
in thy name, Matt. vii. 22. Luke xii. 
26. And ſo they truſted in theſe things, 
and becauſe of theſe things they ho 

to be ſaved. O but this is pride. This 
is to ſet up other ſaviours befides Jeſus ; 
therefore they never knew him aright, 
believed on him in truth; nevet loved 
him in fincerity, nor ſerved and glorified 
him in uprightneſs of heart. T Mn 
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Nhe will fay to them—I never knew you, 
mas poor broken hearted finners, ſorry for, 
and repenting of your fins at my feet: 
believing in ME as the only Saviour, and 
praying to ME to ſave you; depart, be 
gone from my fight, ye workers of ini- 
quity. Though you call me Loxp, ta; 
ye hated my holy ſervice; ye loved fin, 
ye lived and died under the power of fin ; 
my holy ways were hateful to you; but 
to work iniquity was your delight. O 
how ſhocking, how dreadful to hear 
this awful ſentence from him Go, ye 
. eurſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his * and theſe ſhall 
go away ir to everlaſting puniſhment : but 
the righteous into life eternal, Matt. xxv. 


Now all theſe awful things will cer- 
tainly come to paſs; this we are quite 

. fure of; there is nothing in all the world 
more certain; for God hath told us ſo in 

| his word, and it is impoſſible for God 

to he. Mind then, this life is called a 
day of grace and ſalvation, and Jeſus is 

row the meek and lowly Saviour; — 
| the 


15 ] 4 
the day of judgment to the wicked, 6 
a day of wrath and vengeance; and the 
meekneſs of the Lams will then be 
changed, into the fury of the LIe a» * 


gainſt them. 5 
But few like to think of theſe things as 
hey ought. It is reported of a certain 
chriſtian king of HUN GAR, that he was 
once very ſad and melancholy : his brother 
ed him what ailed him? “O brother, 
ſaid he, I have been a great ſinner a- 
gainſt God, and I know not how I ſhall, 
appear before him in the great day of judges; | 
ment.“ The brother replied, Pho, theſe : 
are only MELANCHOLY FITS;” and tried 
to laugh him out of them. The king 
made . no anſwer. The cuſtom of | 
that country was, that if the executioner 
of juſtice ſounded a trumpet befere any! * 
man's door, that man was, without more 
| ado, to be put to death. The king, in 


b 
: 


1 the dead of the night, ſends his DEATH. 

{ MAN, to ſound his trumpet before his 
a rother's door; who, ſeeing and hearing 
8 the meſſenger of death, he ſprings into 
t is brother's preſence, pale and trem- 
£ — bling 


: 
- 
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ling falls down before him, and »aſks 
F / wherein he had offended; and why he muſt 
die? „O brother, replies the king, thou 
* haft loved and never offended me: but is“ 
the fight of my execution fo dreadful to 
| thee? Why cannot you laugh and joke 
| away the thoughts from yourſelf, as you 
tried to do by my thoughts of judgment? 
Should not then fuch finners as you and I | 
/ are, fear to be brought to the judgment 


feat of Chriſt ?“ Cf 
lives we ſee the difference between 
talking of things, which we ſuppoſe are 
at a diſtance from us, and feeling the 
importance of them upon our own minds, 
We may improve this ftory to this 
end, that no one ſhould: laugh us out 
of, nor drive from our minds, ſuitable 
and ſerious thoughts, concerning the wel- 
fare and ſalvation of our precious ſouls, 
For what, a precious Saviour is Jeſus! 
To hear of him is our greateſt mercy, to 
believe. in Him is our trueſt happineſs, 
to love him is our heaven upon earth, 
and to ſerve and glorify him our higheſt 


honour, 1 
n O then, 


nw - - + * 
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0 then while: many are ſeeking all 
their comfort in this world, living in ſin 
and wickedneis; while others are placing 
all their hopes of ſalvation in the works 
of their hands, and truſting to them as 
their ſaviour ; moſt bleſſed and happy are 
thoſe children, who are taught to ſeek all 
their happineſs in Jeſus, and place all 
their hopes in his ſalvation ; ever ſaying— 


Beſides thee, O JIEsus, there is no Sa- 


viour; we have no king but Jeſus. Ho- 
ſannah to the Son of David! Bleſſed is he 
that cometh to ſave us! Hoſanna in the 
higheſt. 


This wond'rous Man of whom we tell, 
He is the true almighty God; 
He bought our ſouls from death and hell 
With precious price his own heart's 
blood. 


Come, then, repenting ſinner come, 
Jeſus approach with humble faith; 
Owe what thou wilt, the total ſum 
Is fully cancell'd by his death. 


* 
hy „ da 


Mad waſh cu} fouleſt guilt away; 
Des will preſent us found and whole, 
In the laft awful judgment-day, 


— ſor ever on the Lamb, 
Who bore the curſe for wr etched man ! 
Let angels found his ſacred name, 
And ev'ry creature ſay Amen. 
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